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INTRODUCTION 
 

- This is a sad parable about an orphan who became a Queen, then gave away 
everything to become little more than a prostitute. The Queen is Israel. The King 
is God.1 

- This is a very frank and sometimes explicit message. It is so explicit it was later 
banned from public reading in synagogues.2 

- As we ponder Israel’s sins, consider parallels to your own Christian life 
o “A sad parallel to this narrative is the course of Christendom in its 

departure from the purity of God's Word and the life of godliness.”3 
- This whole chapter uses Jerusalem as a foil for Israel in general.4 

 
THE ORPHAN WHO BECAME QUEEN (1-14) 
 
God’s Unmerited Grace (1-5) 
 

- What was Israel’s abomination? 
o Spiritual adultery and unfaithfulness 

 Jeremiah 8:4-7: 4 Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith 
the LORD; Shall they fall, and not arise? shall he turn away, and 
not return? 5 Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by 
a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to 
return. 6 I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man 
repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every 
one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. 7 
Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and 
the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD. 

o Collective arrogance. They took their election for granted 

                                                 
1
 “This prophetic oracle is a parable about a despised orphan who became the wife of the king, then gave 

away all his gifts to become a harlot. A figurative biography of Israel, it is a parable about grace and ingratitude, of 
God’s love spurned and his riches squandered.” Lamar Eugene Cooper, “Ezekiel,” vol 17, The New American 
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994), 167-68.  

2
 Cooper, “Ezekiel,” 168-69. 

3
 Thomas Constable, Ezekiel (Dallas, TX: Soniclight, 2013), 79. Constable quoted from Charles Feinberg, 

The Prophesy of Ezekiel (Chicago, IL: Moody, 1969), 85.  
4
 Commentators are divided on whether the oracle is directed at Israel as a nation, or merely the city of 

Jerusalem. Matthew Henry, Commentary, Eze 16:1-5 and Keil & Delitzsch, “Ezekiel,” vol. 9, Commentary on the Old 
Testament (Peabody, MS: Hendrickson, 2011), 112-114 argue for the nation. Alexander, “Ezekiel,” 810 and 
Constable, Ezekiel, 79-80 argue for Jerusalem.  
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o Remnant from within the nation. Outward circumcision doesn’t equal 
salvation 

 Deut 10:16; Rom 2:29 
 Jeremiah 9:25-26: 25 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I 

will punish all them which are circumcised with the 
uncircumcised; 26 Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of 
Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners, that 
dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, 
and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart. 

 Some “Christians” are the same way 
 1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 

they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: 
but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they 
were not all of us. 

- Israel owed her existence to God! (v.3) 
o Abraham was an idolater when called (Josh 24:2), and Sarai likely was also 

(Gen 12:4-5)  
- Israel was like an abandoned, helpless child (v.4-5) 

o “A common method of disposing of unwanted children in the ancient Near 
East, especially girls, was to abandon them to the elements.”5 

o Israel was not chosen because she was so special – she was chosen 
because the nations in the land were so wicked!  

o Read Deut 9:4-6 
 After failure of Babel, God could have left men to go their own way. 

He could have left Israel, pictured here as a helpless child, alone to 
die in her sins. But He cared for her, as He cares for Christian today! 

- Application 
o Do you take your salvation for granted? 
o Do you put on the trappings of Christ, but lack any real substance?  
o Do you fully appreciate what Christ has provided for you? 
o Don’t just say agree – actually consider it.   

 
The Gift of Life (6-7) 
 

- V.6  
o Israel was lost without God’s intervention and without any hope6 

                                                 
5
 Constable, Ezekiel, 80. See also Ralph Alexander, “Ezekiel,” vol. 6, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. 

Frank Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1986), 811.  
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o “Wallowing in your blood.” 
o God made them flourish and increase in the land, despite Pharaoh’s 

efforts 
 Captivity in Egypt.7 Slavery and various schemes to kill Hebrew 

babies (Ex 1:8-22) 
- V.7 

o Israel grew up and became of marriageable age 
o God had cared for her and brought her along from infancy 
o God does the same for Christians today 

 “It was the kindness and love of God our Saviour that sent Christ to 
redeem us, that sends the Spirit to sanctify us, that brought us out 
of a state of nature into a state of grace.”8 

o Exodus prior to the covenant at Sinai, when Israel had multiplied 
- Application 

o God had done this for Israel – they didn’t save themselves! 
o No man is able to save himself, but is lost without Christ 

 
The Covenant (8-14) 
 

- God’s love for Israel compared to marriage 
o God is describing marrying His bride and showering her with gifts 

 Ezekiel 16:8 Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, 
behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over 
thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and 
entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou 
becamest mine. 

o Sinai covenant and blessings upon Israel 
o Culminating in dedication of temple under Solomon, and Queen of Sheba’s 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
 1 Kings 10:6-9: 6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that 

I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 7 Howbeit 

                                                                                                                                                             
6
 Keil and Delitszch, “Amos,” 115. “Nakedness represents deprivation of all the blessings of salvation with 

which the Lord endowed Israel and made it glorious, after He had adopted it as the people of His possession. In 
Egypt, Israel was living in a state of nature, destitute of the gracious revelations of God.” 

7
 This returns to the issue of whether Ezekiel is speaking of Israel or Jerusalem. I follow Calvin, Henry and 

Kiel in believing Ezekiel speaks of the nation as a whole. Expositors who believe Ezekiel has Jerusalem in mind are 
severely handicapped by v.5. Constable’s observation demonstrates the difficulty of this position: 

“The Lord had compassion on Jerusalem in her helpless and undesirable condition and took care of her so 
she survived. The city remained as an unwanted child until, at the Lord's direction, David captured it from 
the Jebusites and made it the capital of his kingdom,” (81). 
8
 Henry, Commentary, Eze 16:6-14. 
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I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: 
and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity 
exceedeth the fame which I heard. 8 Happy are thy men, happy 
are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and 
that hear thy wisdom. 9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which 
delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the 
LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do 
judgment and justice. 

o Covenant was being fulfilled! 
 Ezekiel 16:14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for 

thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had 
put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD. 

 
THE QUEEN WHO BECAME A HARLOT (14-34) 
 
The Initial Betrayal (15-22) 
 

- After being showered with such car and such love, Israel turned her back on God 
and went her own way 

- She was like an unfaithful wife who throws herself at anybody who comes her 
way 

o Ezekiel 16:15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the 
harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on 
every one that passed by; his it was. 

- This sin is even more terrible when we realize God is the one being betrayed 
- Solomon didn’t trust in God, but made treaty agreements with other nations for 

protection 
o 1 Kings 11:1-3: 1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together 

with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; 2 Of the nations concerning which the 
LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither 
shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart 
after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 3 And he had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives 
turned away his heart. 

- If you’re not worshipping God, you’re worshipping something else 
o Solomon established alter to Molech outside Jerusalem (1 Kgs 11:7) 
o By Ezekiel’s day, children were sacrificed openly to this false god (2 Kgs 

21:6; Jer 32:35). 
o Read 2 Kgs 21:1-6 
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o Israel had fallen on very hard times. She had betrayed God in the worst 
way possible. She owed her very life to God, but was shamelessly 
unfaithful in return 

- Application 
o Christians – does this describe your walk with the Lord? 
o Do we take Him for granted? 
o Would you characterize yourself as unfaithful? 
o Our actions prove where our heart really is 
o Ezekiel 16:22 And in all thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou 

hast not remembered the days of thy youth, when thou wast naked and 
bare, and wast polluted in thy blood. 

o Does this describe your Christian life tonight? 
o Ezekiel was speaking to many people who assumed salvation was their 

birthright as children of Abraham. We know this wasn’t the case.  
 Churches are full of people today who feel the same way 
 Billy Sunday: “Going to church don’t make a man a Christian any 

more than going to a stable makes a man a horse.”9  
o Are you going to keep it this way?  

 
Continuing Rebellion (23-29) 
 

- Israel didn’t just worship false gods in the high places, at the alters on 
mountaintops – she made shrines in every public square! 

o Ezekiel 16:24-25: 24 That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, 
and hast made thee an high place in every street. 25 Thou hast built thy 
high place at every head of the way, and hast made thy beauty to be 
abhorred, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and 
multiplied thy whoredoms. 

- “She became a militant advocate of idolatry, not just a practitioner of it.”10 
- Made alliances with Egyptians, Philistines and Assyrians.11 

o God “delivered” them into the hands of Philistines twice (2 Chr 21:16-17; 
28:16-19) 

- As they swept through Judah, even these pagans are disgusted with Israel’s 
idolatry 

                                                 
9
 Mark A Noll and George Marsden, et al., eds., Eerdman’s Handbook to Christianity in America (Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1983), introductory pages.  
10

 Constable, Ezekiel, 81.  
11

 See Leon J. Wood, A Survey of Israel’s History, 2
nd

 ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1986), 294-310 for 
a short history of this sad period.  
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o Ezekiel 16:27 Behold, therefore I have stretched out my hand over thee, 
and have diminished thine ordinary food, and delivered thee unto the 
will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the Philistines, which are 
ashamed of thy lewd way. 

- Even after all this, Israel was not finished with sin. She got even worse 
o Ezekiel 16:29 Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the land 

of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith. 
- Application: 

o Sometimes, not always, calamity and turmoil in our life is the result of our 
own sin. It is God punishing us with a figurative 2x4! 

o Does this describe your Christian life? 
o Again - are you going to keep it this way?  

 
Worse Than a Prostitute (30-34) 
 

- Israel is worse than a prostitute – at least they get paid! 
- Israel is different, in that she gives presents in exchange for being defiled!  

o “Common prostitutes give themselves up for presents; but Israel, on the 
contrary, gave presents to it’s lovers.”12 

o As God punished her, Israel went deeper into sin trying to secure the very 
safety she used to have with God 

 In the form of paying tribute for alliances and getting nothing out of 
it! 

- Israel was a “spiritual nymphomaniac.”13 
 
THE HARLOT WHO BECAME A CONVICT 
 
Punishment and Laughingstock (35-58) 
 

- There is punishment for sin: 
o Ezekiel 16:35 Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD: 
o Sarcasm 

- The charge: 
o Ezekiel 16:36 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured 

out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy 

                                                 
12

 Keil, “Amos,” 122.  
13

 Charles Dyer, “Amos,” vol. 1, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, ed. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck 
(Wheaton, IL: Victor, 1985), 1257.  
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lovers, and with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of 
thy children, which thou didst give unto them; 

o Actions betray our thoughts 
- The punishment: 

o Read Eze 16:37-42 
o Destruction of Jerusalem and exile to Babylon orchestrated by God, who 

controls all things sovereignly (Jer 20:4-6). 
- Is this punishment just? 

o The most fundamental sin of man is glorifying himself over God. To toss 
His standards of holiness into the trash, while elevating his own false 
notions on a pedestal 

o “Why is God so mean?” 
o “I could never love a God who is so full of wrath!? 

 If that is the case, then you don’t have the faintest idea who God 
actually is! 

o His character cannot tolerate sin, and there must be atonement for this 
sin. The ceremonial laws looked forward to Christ’s perfect sacrifice to 
atone for sin. Today, we look backward to His finished work as the ground 
of our salvation 

o Ezekiel 16:43 Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, 
but hast fretted me in all these things; behold, therefore I also will 
recompense thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord GOD: and thou 
shalt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations. 

 Have you forgotten the days of your youth? 
 Two responses are possible (1) anger and (2) repentance 

 Somebody who loves God will respond to chastening and 
repent. If this describes you, will you repent and bring 
yourself under submission to God tonight?  

 In the OT, priests had to bring the best of the flock to 
sacrifice to God. This really was a sacrifice! 

 This drives Paul’s message in Rom 12:1 - I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

 Anger – Holy Spirit – mercy – soften heart – submission 
o This passage should do one of two things 

 Convict Christians to get quit playing church and get right with God 
 Convict unbelievers of their own sin and judgment before God, 

because His holiness cannot accept our sin. If He could, then 



Spiritual Adultery (Ezekiel 16) 
Sunday Evening – 09JUN13 

 

8 

 

Christ’s death is meaningless. Repent of your sins and believe the 
gospel of Jesus Christ (Mk 1:15). 

- Israel’s sin is greater than we imagine it to be – worse than all the nations round 
about her 

o Ezekiel 16:47-48: 47 Yet hast thou not walked after their ways, nor done 
after their abominations: but, as if that were a very little thing, thou 
wast corrupted more than they in all thy ways. 48 As I live, saith the Lord 
GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou 
hast done, thou and thy daughters. 

o The nation that was supposed to be a light to the world for God was now a 
laughingstock 

 Exodus 19:5-6: 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 6 And ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the 
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

 Israel did not obey His word or keep His covenant – and she would 
pay for it. 

 Individual Christians are commanded to be a light to the world for 
Christ. We all know we can do better – the question is whether we 
even care to try.  

 
God is Faithful (59-63) 
 

- God is always true to His word, and promises to make a New Covenant with Israel 
and never forget her 

o Ezekiel 16:60 Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the 
days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 

o Ezekiel 16:62-63: 62 And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou 
shalt know that I am the LORD: 63 That thou mayest remember, and be 
confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, 
when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the 
Lord GOD. 

- Israel will be restored eventually, and Christ will rule and reign for 1000 years as a 
prelude to the eternity all believers will spend with God  

- Application 
o What kind of grace and mercy is it, when God is willing to do that for such 

a wicked people? 
o What kind of grace is it, when God is willing to send Christ to die for you 

and I? 
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o The only authentic response to this kind of grace is shame (v.63) 
o Those who react otherwise betray their own hatred of God 
o Will you resolve to remember the days of your spiritual youth tonight? 
o Will your Christian life be marked by action, or words? 
 


