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INTRODUCTION 

- Post-exile circumstances 

GOD’S LOVE FOR ISRAEL (1-5) 

1 The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. 

2 I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not 

Esau Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, 

3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of 

the wilderness. 

4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the 

desolate places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; 

and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the 

LORD hath indignation for ever. 

5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the 

border of Israel. 

- Before God tells Israel what they’ve done wrong , He draws their attention to His 

love for her 

- God demonstrated His love for Israel by choosing to reach a fallen world through 

her during this time, not any other nation 

o This context squarely faces the apparent paradox, confusing to our finite 

minds but certainly not to God’s, of God’s sovereignty and man’s 

responsibility for free actions. In the end, no matter how hard it is to 

conceive of, man’s free will is always subservient to and compatible with 

God’s sovereign decree.  

o Election in this specific context is not to salvation or damnation, but active 

selection for a covenant relationship.1  

                                                           
1
 This is a near universal agreement on this matter. See Craig A. Blaising, “Malachi,” The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary, ed. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck (Wheaton, IL: Victor, 1983), 1576 and Richard A. Taylor, “Haggai,” 
vol. 21a, The New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 2004), 251. John Calvin and Matthew Henry also stress 
the election here is to the covenant. C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, “The Minor Prophets,” vol. 10, Commentary on the 
Old Testament (Peabody, MS: Hendrickson, 2011), 637 and Taylor (253), however, are both very quick to condemn 
any attempt to water down God’s sovereignty in this matter. Keil observed, “The verbs אהב , to love, and שנא , to 
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- Edom was destroyed and laid waste shortly after destruction of Judah. 

Circumstances are not known, but the nation ceased to exist2 

- God loved Israel, and chose to make a nation out of her to reach the pagan 

nations. She returned the favor by failing God.  

ACTIONS ARE CONDEMNED (6-10) 

- Malachi is speaking to priests, but this is applicable to our individual lives as well 

6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is 

mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto 

you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy 

name? 

- As son honoureth his father . . . 

o In family relationships, we see very clearly when disrespect and insolence 

are shown by our children 

o We also expect honor and respect from our children 

- Their actions showed they had . . . 

o No honor for God 

o No fear (respect) for God 

- God’s people are always called to both fear God and love Him wholeheartedly 

o Read Deut 6:1-5 

o This command didn’t become irrelevant with Christ – it is still in effect 

 Does this play itself out in your daily life? 

- After the return from exile, after the walls had been built, the returned exiled 

promised to obey the law.  

o Nehemiah 10:29 They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered 

into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which was given by 

Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments 

of the LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes; 

o Priests were responsible to teach and instruct the people 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
hate, must not be weakened down into loving more and loving less, to avoid the danger of falling into the doctrine 
of predestination. שנא , to hate, is the opposite of love,” (637).  

2
 Carl E. Armerding, “Obadiah,” vol. 8, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Tremper Longman III and 

David Garland (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008), 424. “The final fate of the Edomite kingdom remains 
completely shrouded in darkness.” 



Spiritual Leftovers 
Wednesday Evening – 12JUN13 

 

3 
 

o They had failed terribly 

o Neh 10:28-39; 13:10-11   

7 Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted 

thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 

8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, 

is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept 

thy person? saith the LORD of hosts. 

- They allowed the people to offer impure sacrifices 

o By doing so, they are saying that God’s table is contemptible! 

- Specific example – blind, lame or sick animals! 

o So much for following the law! (Lev 22:18-19) 

o “If the priests failed to honor God, what could be expected of the 

people?”3 

o Is it not evil?  

- Sad that the priests had the nerve to ask God what they were doing wrong 

o V.6 - Wherein have we despised thy name? 

o V.7 - Wherein have we polluted thee? 

 “It is common with proud sinners, when they are reproved, to stand 

thus upon their own justification.”4 

o Would their governor be satisfied with such food? 

 Persians appointed “governors” to rule over Judea after the return 

from exile. Nehemiah was the first 

 Would you prepare such a pathetic meal for your Congressman or 

Senator, or even your boss? Why is it we think nothing of giving 

God such pitiful offerings? 

- Application: 

o It isn’t just bad to deliberately offer impure sacrifices to God, it is evil.  

9 And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by 

your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts. 

- Malachi tells the people to repent, to beg God to be gracious to them 

                                                           
3
 Blaising, “Malachi,” 1577.  

4
 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible, Mal 1:7. 
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- With these offerings, will God regard or show favor to them at all? 

o The answer (v.10) is a resounding “no.” 

- This rebuke becomes very personal when we remember that Paul commanded us 

to present ourselves as living sacrifices (Rom 12:1) 

o We don’t need to scrounge up a perfect bull or goat 

o Our new duty is to present ourselves to Him for His use 

- Application 

o Consider whether your offerings to God are polluted or pure 

o EX: 

 Scripture reading for two mins before bed 

 Five-second prayer 

 Skipping church for a sports program 

 What happened to worshipping God together, mutual 

encouragement, etc? 

 NT doesn’t advocate the “Christian alone under a tree with 

God” approach to discipleship! 

10 Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye 

kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, 

neither will I accept an offering at your hand. 

- God’s answer. He would rather they stop everything then continue to offer such 

pathetic sacrifices to Him 

- Inward circumcision, not outward conformity 

o Read Deut 10:12-16 

- Cold, external formalism is worthless to God 

o This is not intended to drive you away from God 

o It is intended to convict us of the need to come closer to God 

ATTITUDES ARE CONDEMNED (11-14) 

11 For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall 

be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my 

name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the 

LORD of hosts. 
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- Describing the pure worship given to God when Christ rules from Jerusalem, and 

the Kingdom promised to Israel is inaugurated in the future 

- What a contrast:5 

o Nations who hate God now and have no special, covenant relationship 

with Him will one day worship Him in spirit and in truth 

o Israel, who did have this relationship, dishonor and disobey God! 

12 But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the 

fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. 

13 Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the 

LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus 

ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. 

- The priest’s actions were already condemned. Malachi now condemns their 

attitudes 

- They knew the sacrifices and offerings were worthless (v.12), but didn’t even care 

to correct them (v.13) 

o They had contempt for the very thought of correcting this evil 

- Should I accept this of your hand? 

o Do you serve the Lord grudgingly? 

EXCURSUS – THE GOSPEL GAP6 

- Too often, there is a gap between salvation and actual growth in Christ 

o Gospel gap 

o Instead of growth, there is stagnation – a hole 

o Empty holes don’t stay empty, they get filled with something! 

- We aren’t filling our lives with Christ, so that hole is gradually filled with things of 

the world (opposed to God) instead 

- Read 2 Pet 1:3-9 

o If we’re providing polluted sacrifices and spiritual leftovers to God, how 

likely is it that we’re adding any of this spiritual fruit to our lives? 

- This is what we fill this gap with, in an attempt to be “good Christians:” 

                                                           
5
 Eugene Merrill, “Malachi,” vol. 8, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Tremper Longman III and David 

Garland (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008), 849.  
6
 Timothy S. Lane and Paul D. Tripp, How People Change (Greensboro, NC: New Growth, 2008), ch. 1. 
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o Externalism.  

 Involved in everything imaginable at church. Gospel is reduced to 

meetings and ministries – nothing internal or practical 

 Hollow inside 

o Legalism.  

 This ignores the fact that we can’t earn favor from God! 

 Martin Luther example: “This experience acted like a new 

revelation on Luther. It shed light upon the whole Bible and made it 

to him a book of life and comfort. He felt relieved of the terrible 

load of guilt by an act of free grace. He was led out of the dark 

prison house of self-inflicted penance into the daylight and fresh air 

of God’s redeeming love. Justification broke the fetters of legalistic 

slavery, and filled him with the joy and peace of the state of 

adoption; it opened to him the very gates of heaven.7 

o Intellectualism 

 All head, but no heart. Can discuss primary and secondary causes in 

the outworking of God’s providence as result of His eternal decrees. 

Can discuss the Book of Revelation in minute detail! Makes his own 

eschatology charts. Criticizes sermons and everybody who preaches 

 Gospel is reduced to theology with no love of Christ or God at all 

o Church as a Social Club 

 We view church as more of a social club than a place of worship. 

Relationships with friends replace relationship with Christ. This is 

their identity, not Christ. 

 Gospel is reduced to a network of friendships 

14 But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and 

sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, 

and my name is dreadful among the heathen. 

- We vow to serve Christ with our heart, soul, mind, strength and our very lives 

o So often this “worship” turns out to be nothing more than leftovers 

- Church is not a country club for perfect people 

                                                           
7
 Philip Schaff and David Schley Schaff, vol. 7, History of the Christian Church (New York: Charles Scribner’s 

Sons, 1910), 123-24. 
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o It is a spiritual hospital for hurting people 

- Don’t pretend you have it all together – because you don’t! 

o We struggle, we fight, we fail, we get back up again! 

o Don’t bother to put on a mask and a fake smile. It makes me want to put 

one on too! Pretty soon we’ll all be faking! 

o Hebrews 10:23-25: 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 

wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one 

another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching. 

CONCLUSION 

- Can your worship of God be characterized as spiritual leftovers? 

o Do you present yourself as a living sacrifice? 

o Titus 2:11-14: 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 

appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 

present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 

appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave 

himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

o Is this a goal of yours, or are your “sacrifices” to God polluted and 

worthless in His sight? 

o How would God characterize your spiritual life in this context? 

- Is there a Gospel gap between where you are and where you should be in your 

Christian walk? 

 All of the things mentioned are dangerous because they emphasize 

legit points, but when they come to define our walk with Christ, 

we’ve lost our balance8 

 Is your Christian worship (Scripture, prayer and church) more of a 

duty to be performed rather than a joy to be pursued?9 

                                                           
8
 Lane and Tripp, Change, 11. 

9
 Ibid, 3. 
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- 2 Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called 

us to glory and virtue: 

o We can grow, with Christ’s help. Will we try? 

 


