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INTRODUCTION 

- Contrast between Herod’s banquet and Jesus’1 

o Herod’s is selfish, Christ’s is merciful 

- We see several things in this account: 

o Jesus is a new type of Moses, leading His people to the wilderness, 

miraculously providing food, acting like a shepherd to a leaderless people2 

 Is Christ your teacher, or is the world? 

o God supplies our needs in the way He feels best 

 Are you content with what He has given you? 

o God works through us to accomplish His will 

 Are we allowing ourselves to be used? 

30 And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, 

both what they had done, and what they had taught. 

- Giving an account of their missions work, similar to missionaries making reports 

to sending churches today 

31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a 

while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to 

eat. 

32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 

- Christ has compassion for His apostles, after their long and tiring journey 

- They deserved a short rest to re-charge 

- For there were many coming and going . . . 

o Their success had been so great, people were crowding everywhere 

around them! 

o Couldn’t even eat 

- How much time do we spend alone with Christ? 

o Count your text messages send and received in the past 24 hrs 

                                                           
1
 James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2002), 189. See also Walter 

Wessel, “Mark,” vol. 8, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Frank Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
1984), 672.  

2
 James Brooks, “Mark,” vol. 23, The New American Commentary, ed. David S. Dockery (Nashville, TN: 

B&H, 1991), 107-108.  
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o Count your mins spent on the phone 

o Count your mins spent reading Scripture or praying! 

33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out 

of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him. 

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion 

toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to 

teach them many things. 

- As Christ and the apostles sailed along the coast, the people rushed along the 

shore and got there ahead of Him 

- Jesus could have been annoyed, but he wasn’t 

o They were sheep without a shepherd3 

o Phrase refers to not simply a lack of Pastoral leadership, but political 

leadership as well, in the same vein as Moses or Joshua4 

o They lacked leadership, they had no guide, no had no purpose 

o They were a people who realized Christ was someone special – a leader. 

Were they following Him for the right reasons?  

- Christ did many things 

o Mark – He taught 

o Matthew – healed their sick (Mt 14:14) 

o Luke – preached about Kingdom of God and healed (Lk 9:11) 

o John – crowd followed Him because He healed the sick (Jn 6:2) 

 John 6:2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw 

his miracles which he did on them that were diseased. 

 Just because people follow Jesus, doesn’t mean they belong to 

Jesus 

35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is 

a desert place, and now the time is far passed: 

                                                           
3
 Brooks, “Mark,” 108. “‘Sheep without a shepherd’ is an Old Testament picture of Israel without spiritual 

leadership.” 
4
 Edwards, Mark, 191. “It is, in other words, a metaphor of hegemony, including military leadership and 

victory.” 
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36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the 

villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat. 

37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall 

we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? 

- Day was now far spent . . . 

- Desert place . . . 

- Send them away . . .  

- Jesus’ response 

- Disciples’ incredulous and disrespectful reply 

o One penny = a day’s wages5 

o Eight months (200 days) of wages! 

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, 

they say, Five, and two fishes. 

- Imagine their confusion after Christ’s command (v.37) 

- Imagine how much more confused they are after they are ordered to take 

inventory 

o Their default view of Christ is that of a mere man 

o Our view of Him is very different 

o Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

o Read Col 1:12-16 

- These are small barley loaves (Jn 6:9), bread for the poor. Several loaves could be 

eaten by one person during one meal6 

- There is no way this pitiful meal could be split up enough to feed the crowd 

o To a Jewish reader, it may be a bit like déjà vu 

o Numbers 11:13-15: 13 Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this 

people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat. 14 

I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. 
15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I 

have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. 

                                                           
5
 Brooks, “Mark,” 108-109.  

6
 Wessel, “Mark,” 673. 
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o The disciples complain about what they don’t have – Christ brings their 

attention to what they do have 

o God can multiply even the smallest gifts if made available to Him7 

o Lesson in discipleship – Christ has chosen to work through us to 

accomplish His will 

 How willing are we to be used of Him? 

 Our own helplessness in our own power forces us to give glory to 

God, never ourselves 

39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass. 

40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, 

and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; 

and the two fishes divided he among them all. 

- Jesus is working through the disciples, just as He works through you and I today8 

o He received the loaves and fish from the disciples 

o He had the disciples arrange the people into orderly companies, just as 

Moses had 

 Exodus 18:25 And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and 

made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of 

hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 

o He had the disciples distribute the bread and fish back to the massive 

crowds 

o We work faithfully and God gives the increase 

 1 Corinthians 3:6-7: 6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 

gave the increase. 7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 

neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 

                                                           
7
 Especially indebted to Edwards, Mark, 192 for this insight. “Jesus sees possibilities where His disciples 

see only impossibilities, for God can multiply even the smallest gifts if they are made available to Him.” 
8
 Edwards, Mark, 195-196.  
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44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 

- And were filled . . .  

o This was a supernatural event, despite what critics try to allege. The 

meager inventory could have never “filled” such a large crowd 

- Five thousand men . . . 

o This isn’t counting women and children (Mt 14:21) 

o The surrounding towns had at most 1000-3000 people!9 

o This was a huge crowd 

CONCLUSION 

- What is this miracle all about? 

o Arguments that this foreshadows the Lord’s Supper are shallow and 

unconvincing10 

o Best, simplest argument is that God provides for human needs in the way 

He feel is best11 

 He didn’t provide them with a huge feast 

 He provided a simple, humble meal of fish and bread until they 

were full – and had some left over 

 It wasn’t intended as a massive demonstration of His power, it was 

done to fulfill a need and complement His preaching. It testified to 

who He was 

 Are you content with what God has seen fit to give you? Will you 

remain content is He decides to change that?  

- Jesus is Israel’s shepherd, the promised political, military and moral leader 

promised to them (2 Sam 7:12-16). He came to lead, teach and rule them. They 

didn’t get it, and wanted a purely military leader 

                                                           
9
 Brooks, “Mark,” 110.  

10
 See D.A. Carson, “Matthew,” vol. 8, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Frank Gaebelein (Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1984), 340. Carson is also critical of the “new Moses” analogy, and I agree this could be 
pushed too far. See also Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1992), 379. 
Regarding the allusion to the eucharist, Morris observed, “this cannot refer to a celebration of the Holy 
Communion. Jesus had not yet instituted that ordinance, there is no use of wine, and fish have no place in the 
eucharist.”  

11
 Morris, Matthew, 375.  
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o John 6:15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 

take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a 

mountain himself alone. 

- God works through us to give increase.  

o Excerpt about George Whitefield12 

o God can use you to accomplish His will – that is why He saved you!  

 Ephesians 2:10-13: 10 For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 

that we should walk in them. 11 Wherefore remember, that ye 

being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 

flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, 

being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from 

the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 

world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 

are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

o Are we serious about our Christianity? 

                                                           
12

 Mark A Noll and George Marsden, et al., eds., Eerdman’s Handbook to Christianity in America (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1983), 112-113.  

 


