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Submit yourselves to every human authority because of the Lord, whether
to [the] emperor as one who governs, or to [the] officials who are being sent by him
to punish evildoers and praise those who do right.
Because this is God’s will, that by doing right you’d silence the ignorant
slander of foolish men -- like freed slaves, and not like those who’re wearing this
freedom like a cloak of wickedness, but like God’s slaves.
Respect all men. Love the family of believers. Always have fearful reverence
for God. Always respect the Emperor.

1

This is my own original translation from the UBS-5 Greek text.
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2. Thought-flow Diagram:2
This is my outline of the passage, following Peter’s flow of thought as I
understand it.
-

COMMAND #1
APPOSITION TO COMMAND
APPOSITION TO COMMAND
REASON FOR COMMAND

Submit yourselves to every human authority because of the
Lord,
o

whether to [the] emperor as one who governs,

o

or to [the] officials who are being sent by him to punish
evildoers and praise those who do right.

o

Because this is God’s will,
▪

apposition to reason
(explains what God’s will is)
apposition to God’s will
(explaining how Christians
silence ignorant slander)
apposition about
being a “freed slave”
(qualifying what he
doesn’t mean!)
apposition
about
being a “freed slave”
(qualifying what he
does mean!)

that by doing right you’d silence the ignorant
slander of foolish men -•

like freed slaves,
o

and not like those who’re
wearing this freedom like a
cloak of wickedness,

o

but like God’s slaves.

COMMAND #2

-

Respect all men.

COMMAND #3

-

Love the family of believers.

COMMAND #4

-

Always have fearful reverence for God.

COMMAND #5

-

Always respect the Emperor.

3. THINKING THROUGH THE TEXT:
a. Submit yourselves to every human authority because of the
Lord, whether to [the] emperor as one who governs, or to [the]
officials who are being sent by him to punish evildoers and
praise those who do right.

2
This format is based off Richard Young’s discussion on thought-flow diagrams (Intermediate
Greek [Nashville, TN: B&H, 1994], 268-271) and the format in the ZECNT commentary series. It blends
both versions, and I’m not entirely sure it gets the point across well, but I’m using it for now.
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Q1: What are Christians supposed to submit to? Some translations say
“ordinances of men” (e.g. KJV, NKJV), which gives the idea that we have to submit
to laws. Other translations read “every human institution” (e.g. RSV, ESV, NASB),
and that could mean a lot of different things! And, some translations say, “every
human authority” (e.g. NIV), which seems to specify government officials. So, what
is it?
-

-

The true sense seems to be the offices of authority, particularly the people
who hold these offices – see Peter’s examples of the emperor and his
subordinate officials
Peter is referring to government officials and the offices they hold and
represent, at all levels – and, by extension, the laws and ordinances they
pass!

Q2 (GROUP DISCUSSION): Let’s think about the times Peter lived in. In the time
before and right after Jesus’ death, who are some government authorities Peter
probably had in mind? Who are some of these authorities now, in our context?
-

-

-

Peter’s day:
o Temple guard
o High priest
o Sanhedrin
o Roman government officials
o Roman emperor
o Civil officials in various cities
Our day:
o Police, fire, EMS (i.e. emergency services personnel)
o Civil servants (i.e. bureaucrats) in local, state and federal government
o Regulatory agencies in local, state and federal government
o Elected officials in local, state and federal government
o The President
o Parents
o Courts
o Supervisors at work
Some thoughts:
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o Some disciples thought Jesus advocated armed resistance at the Last
Supper (Lk 22:35-38), and some even asked if they should “strike with
the sword” when the temple officers came to arrest Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemane (Lk 22:47-51)
▪ They were wrong; Jesus did not advocate armed resistance to
civil authorities. See, for example, Jesus’ answer to the chief
priest’s spies about whether a man ought to pay taxes to the
Roman government (Luke 20:19-26),3 and their later lie to
Pilate at His trial (Luke 23:2)
o When Herod Agrippa arrested Peter (Acts 12:1-3), the Christians in
Jerusalem didn’t mount a rescue attempt; instead, they prayed (Acts
12:5)
o When Paul was arrested by civil authorities during his missionary
travels (e.g. Acts 16:19-24), we have no indication he ever fought
back
▪ In fact, he demanded they apologize for their error in
discharging their office (Acts 16:35-40)
Q3 (GROUP DISCUSSION): How should Peter’s command shape how we refer
to these people (i.e. “human authorities”) and treat them in our public and interpersonal discourse (e.g. conversations with friends, family, social media, etc.)?
-

-

Peter isn’t just talking about rote, petulant submission to civil authority (i.e.
doing what they say)
o I think he’s also referring to attitude, mindset, mentality and a
demeanor we should have that describes how we submit to civil
authorities when we interact with them
Whenever we refer to or interact with government officials
o Elected or civil service
o Local, state or federal
o Emergency services or bureaucrat

Briefly, their motivation was to entice Jesus to admit that, because He was the “Messiah” (though
they obviously didn’t accept this claim), His kingdom had to be given priority and, thus, Jewish people were
no longer obligated to pay taxes to a pagan government. This plot failed, obviously. Jesus’ kingdom reign
has not yet begun.
3
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-

-

-

We need to do so with gentleness, Christlike character and respect
o On social media
o In personal conversations
In short, whether we personally agree or disagree with the person holding
the office, we should always act like Christian ladies and gentlemen and
“submit ourselves,” insofar as we can
o Remember Paul’s example (read Acts 23:1-5)
This is not the way our culture operates today; our culture encourages
people to act petulant, childish, angry and crazed when they do not like a
politician or agree with his politics or policies:
o (1) Olympia has declared itself to be a sanctuary city:4
▪ “As a Sanctuary City, the City of Olympia will have policies that
instruct employees to refuse the application of any request from
a state or federal agency that requires the identification of a
resident's immigration status, leaving that determination to
federal authorities”
▪ “The City of Olympia shall refuse any requests that are an
extension of any federal immigration policy enforcement
actions to federal authorities and shall not enter into any
agreements to carry out such federal enforcement actions, but
leave such actions to federal authorities”
• As a Christian, how should you personally react to
something like this?
o If you’re police officer with the City of Olympia,
should you obey a law passed by a city that says
the city should obstruct state of federal regulatory
or law enforcement agencies from doing their job
to enforce immigration laws?
o Or, should you break the city law, so as to obey the
state and federal laws?
o (2) Governor Inslee tweets a rebuke to President Trump about his
comments on Charlottesville:

4
The following quotations are from City of Olympia, “Resolution M-1857,” (December 2016),
sections 4-5.
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▪

▪

▪
o (3) President Trump tweets support to the State of Texas in the
aftermath of Hurricane Harvey

▪

▪

▪
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▪
o (4) Donald Trump revokes the Golden State Warrior’s invite to the
White House, and Lebron James responds:

▪

▪
Q4: Are these examples too trivial? Do you think this was Peter’s point?
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Q5: Jesus didn’t submit Himself to every human authority; He challenged and
criticized them (cf. Mt 23). Why are our instructions different?
-

As Christians, we can do better and we must do better – here’s why:

Q4: The passage says we have to do this “because of the Lord.” What does our
submission to these human authorities have to do with the Lord? Why should
Christians do this “because of” Him?
-

-

-

We do what God’s word tells us (i.e. submit to all human authority) because
of what Christ has done for us (i.e. “because of the Lord”)
There are two related reasons why:
o (1) Duty: He’s our King, and we owe Him our allegiance and loyalty –
He speaks, and we feel duty-bound to obey, and
o (2) Love: We’re grateful for what He did for us, so we want to do what
He says
Remember:
o (1) You’re a priest and ambassador for God, and you need to act like
one
o (2) You have a duty to represent Christ fairly and honestly to the
secular authorities5
o (3) And, because you have love and loyalty to Christ that changes the
way you live your life, you can and must submit yourselves to human
authorities
More reminders on the context:
o (1) In 62. A.D., James the Just is killed by a Jewish mob in the temple,
after he refuses to renounce faith in Christ (with the apparent sanction
of the Jewish leadership, given the location of his murder)
▪ He was thrown down from a great height from some portion of
the temple, partially stoned, then had his head beaten in with a
club6
5

See D. Edmond Hiebert, 1 Peter, revised ed. (Winona Lake, IN: BMH, 1992), 164-165.
I follow Eusebius’ account, who quotes from a near-contemporary source (Ecclesiastical History,
2.23). Josephus makes no mention of James being clubbed to death (Antiquities, 20.9.1).
6
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▪ The Jewish leadership did this when the Roman governor had
died (Festus – see Acts 24:27ff), and there was a leadership
vacuum
o (2) In 64 A.D., the Emperor Nero imprisons and murders Christians,
blaming them for a massive fire which had nearly destroyed Rome
▪ Read Tacitus’ account7
b. Because this is God’s will,
-

This is where Peter tells you why God wants you to do this
c. that by doing right you’d silence the ignorant slander of foolish
men

-

This is the reason
This is why Peter (and God!) demand you submit to all human authorities –
so that you prove the “ignorant slander” that unbelievers spread about
Christian to be wrong
o Read Pliny’s letter to Trajan:8

It is my practice, my lord, to refer to you all matters concerning which I am in doubt. For
who can better give guidance to my hesitation or inform my ignorance? I have never participated
in trials of Christians. I therefore do not know what offenses it is the practice to punish or
investigate, and to what extent. And I have been not a little hesitant as to whether there should
be any distinction on account of age or no difference between the very young and the more
mature; whether pardon is to be granted for repentance, or, if a man has once been a Christian,
it does him no good to have ceased to be one; whether the name itself, even without offenses, or
only the offenses associated with the name are to be punished.
Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to me as Christians, I have observed
the following procedure: I interrogated these as to whether they were Christians; those who
confessed I interrogated a second and a third time, threatening them with punishment; those who
persisted I ordered executed. For I had no doubt that, whatever the nature of their creed,
stubbornness and inflexible obstinacy surely deserve to be punished. There were others
From Tacitus, “Annals 15.44.2-8.” This excerpt is from J. Stevenson (ed.), A New Eusebius,
revised by. W.H.C. Frend (London, UK: SPCK, 1987), 2-3.
8
This is a famous letter, written sometime between 111-113 A.D. Pliny the Younger was Roman
governor of the province of Pontus/Bithynia. You can find the text of the letter here.
7
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possessed of the same folly; but because they were Roman citizens, I signed an order for them
to be transferred to Rome.
Soon accusations spread, as usually happens, because of the proceedings going on, and
several incidents occurred. An anonymous document was published containing the names of
many persons. Those who denied that they were or had been Christians, when they invoked the
gods in words dictated by me, offered prayer with incense and wine to your image, which I had
ordered to be brought for this purpose together with statues of the gods, and moreover cursed
Christ--none of which those who are really Christians, it is said, can be forced to do--these I
thought should be discharged. Others named by the informer declared that they were Christians,
but then denied it, asserting that they had been but had ceased to be, some three years before,
others many years, some as much as twenty-five years. They all worshipped your image and the
statues of the gods, and cursed Christ.
They asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their fault or error had been that
they were accustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ
as to a god, and to bind themselves by oath, not to some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or
adultery, not falsify their trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so. When this
was over, it was their custom to depart and to assemble again to partake of food--but ordinary
and innocent food. Even this, they affirmed, they had ceased to do after my edict by which, in
accordance with your instructions, I had forbidden political associations. Accordingly, I judged it
all the more necessary to find out what the truth was by torturing two female slaves who were
called deaconesses. But I discovered nothing else but depraved, excessive superstition.
I therefore postponed the investigation and hastened to consult you. For the matter
seemed to me to warrant consulting you, especially because of the number involved. For many
persons of every age, every rank, and also of both sexes are and will be endangered. For the
contagion of this superstition has spread not only to the cities but also to the villages and farms.
But it seems possible to check and cure it. It is certainly quite clear that the temples, which had
been almost deserted, have begun to be frequented, that the established religious rites, long
neglected, are being resumed, and that from everywhere sacrificial animals are coming, for which
until now very few purchasers could be found. Hence it is easy to imagine what a multitude of
people can be reformed if an opportunity for repentance is afforded.

-

This is just one example of how “doing right” can silence the ignorant slander
of foolish men – Pliny had to confess he found nothing morally wrong in them
at all
o True, he had contempt for their religion, but he couldn’t find anything
else to hang his hat on – even after torturing two Christians to death!
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o Notice that Pliny is happy to see the pagan temples (and the
businesses associated with them) have been revived because of his
persecution
▪ Where do you suppose he got these “lists” of Christians who
were denounced?
▪ This could very well be a repeat of Acts 19:21-41!
Q5: What are these “good deeds” Peter is talking about?
-

-

-

He doesn’t specifically say, but they appear to be things that reflect and
show God’s glory to the unbelieving world – things that a priest ought to be
doing to show God and His eternal Son, Jesus Christ, to unbelievers
o In short, it’s “doing right” (see the verse)
This is a blanket term, and it’s hemmed in by the guardrails of 1 Peter 2:12
o (1) We’re God’s priests, wearing His royal insignia, carrying His
credentials, representing Him as ambassadors, who are supposed to
show and tell the Gospel to the world
o (2) We don’t belong here, we’re just foreigners and temporary
residents
But, we can’t be priests if we wall ourselves off and live in the mountains or
the desert, away from people:9
o (1) Peter assumes we’ll be doing “good deeds” in a public and obvious
way, so unbelievers will see it
o (2) He also assumes we’ll be such an obvious and public part of
society, that unbelievers will speak evil about us as though we’re
criminals – we’ll be a thorn in a pagan world’s side because we’re
such vocal and passionate representatives for God
▪ When secular society stops paying attention to Christians, then
churches in that society are failing in their mission!

Q6: What’s the point of all this? Why does Peter (and God!) want us to submit
ourselves to those who hold power in civil office?

9

See especially Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, in BECNT (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2005), 176.
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-

-

So we’d prove the “ignorant slander of foolish men” is ridiculous and wrong
So we’d live the kind of life that makes people do a double-take when they
compare the rhetoric with the facts of our observable life (tie to vv.11-12)
I think Peter is specifically saying that:
o (1) by living this way as reasonable people who respect and observe
the laws of the land while being faithful Christians,
o (2) these slanderers will have no moral basis for retaliation against
you (legal or otherwise) – your Christian life will demonstrate you
doesn’t fit this “criminal” stereotype God’s enemies are pushing!
Remember, unbelievers are speaking evil about us as though we’re
criminals, wrongdoers, deviants who don’t belong in society (1 Peter 2:1112) – and the most relevant examples of this today (as we discussed before)
are the areas of sexuality, abortion and religious exclusivism
o Consider, for example, the secular world and “progressive
Christianity’s” response to the Nashville Statement:

▪

▪
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▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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▪

-

-

▪
o These are not the best examples; they’re just the most appropriate
responses I can share here!
▪ But, you can see the outrage and indignation this statement has
produced; it’s almost as if they’re speaking evil about us as
though we’re criminals (1 Pet 2:11-12)!
▪ In Peter’s day, Christians were facing a parallel situation; they
were misunderstood and marginalized by a society and culture
that couldn’t fathom why Christians could be such “atheists” and
give honor and worship to one God only!
Peter is not telling you to submit to authority so you can avoid “getting in
trouble” with local, state of federal government
o That’s not God’s goal, and “getting in trouble” with the government is
inevitable in a pagan culture (just ask Peter – who was martyred by
the Emperor Nero not long after he wrote this letter)
o In the NT, God isn’t particularly interested in your comfort in the “here
and now” – this may come as a surprise to people who listen to a lot
of what passes for preaching today
Peter knows you might “get in trouble” with the government in some form or
fashion, at some point in time, because you’re a Christian who has values
and loyalties that transcend this world, and are often opposed to this world
o But, Peter (and God!) want you to obey this command:
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-

-

▪ (1) So that you’ll honor and glorify Christ by the way you live
your life,
▪ (2) so that even if or when you face civil or criminal penalties for
your faith, those who accuse you and those who are watching
will have to admit they see Christ in you
▪ (3) they’ll be forced to acknowledge that you don’t fit the
“criminal” stereotype they’ve been led to believe
Our society is becoming more and more secular, and will likely grow more
and more closer to the kind of atmosphere Peter, the apostles and the early
Christians ministered in – which means Christians and the state are going
to come into adversarial contact more and more frequently!
For example, the recent case involving an illegal immigrant who sought
access to an abortion facility while confined at a detention facility:10
o “Jane Doe had obtained a judge's permission to have an abortion
without parental consent, as required by Texas law. A native of
Central America, she entered the U.S. without a guardian and was
being held in a detention center in Brownsville, Texas. She was in the
official custody of the Department of Health and Human Services.”
o "Justice prevailed today for Jane Doe," said Brigitte Amiri, senior staff
attorney with the ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project. She added,
"With this case we have seen the astounding lengths this
administration will go to block women from abortion care."
o In court filings, Doe said that during the weeks that she was prevented
from having an abortion, government agencies "forced me to obtain
counseling from a religiously affiliated crisis pregnancy center where
I was forced to look at the sonogram."

10
The following excerpt is from Bill Chappell, “'Jane Doe' Immigrant Has Abortion In Texas, After
Battle With Trump Administration,” from NPR (25OCT17).
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-

-

▪
This is but a shadow of the context Peter and the Christians he wrote to lived
and ministered in – we’re nowhere near that kind of pressure, but we’re
making some headway
Peter is saying that you’re evangelizing by the way you live your life:
o (1) Some of your accusers and some of those watching and cheering
your persecution may not ever care about your holy way of life in the
midst of this, but some will!
o (2) These are the people God is reaching, and He’s using your
steadfastness to do it:
▪ Remember the Philippian jailer, and Paul and Silas’ example
(Acts 16:16-34)
▪ Remember Pilate, and Jesus’ example (see all of Luke 23; “I
find no crime in this man!”)
▪ Remember the thief on cross (Luke 23:39-43)

Q7: Where is one classic passage that gives us some principles about how to
balance God’s law with man’s law, and to be respectful and glorify God at the same
time?
-

There are a few critical passages (see, for example, Romans 13), but one
key passage (from the author who wrote our passage, this morning) is in
Acts 5:
o Paul and John heal a crippled man at the temple during evening
prayer (see Acts 3-4)
16
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-

o Read Acts 4:13-21 for background
o Read Acts 5:27-32:
▪ “And when they had brought them, they set them before the
council. And the high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We
strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you intend to bring this
man’s blood upon us.’
▪ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God
rather than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus whom
you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and
so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey
him.’”
o Q8: What did Peter do when faced with an ultimatum?
▪ (1) He refused, likely in a respectful way (given 1 Pet 2:13-17;
cf. Acts 23:5 [cp. Ex 22:28])
▪ (2) He told them why (“we must obey God rather than men”)
▪ (3) He explained why, and pivoted to the Gospel immediately
This passage tells us, in general terms, how we ought to implement this
principle (“submit yourselves to every human authority for the Lord’s sake”)
in everyday life:
o (1) Always be respectful and submissive to civil authorities
o (2) If a man-made law directly contradicts God’s law, politely refuse to
submit, but do so in a respectful way
o (3) Tell them why
o (4) Explain why, and pivot to the Gospel immediately

Q9 (GROUP DISCUSSION): How do we implement these principles today, in our
context? How do we submit ourselves to human authorities, while doing good and
obeying God, so that we’d silence the ignorant slander of foolish men? How can
you begin to do this at work, tomorrow? With your family? Friends?
-

Christians have always struggled to know how to apply this principle in real
life, because things are often “complicated”
17
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-

o (1) If the Jewish leaders had said, “just don’t preach or teach in Jesus’
name in the temple!” (Acts 4:18), would Peter have refused? Or,
would he have complied, and just moved operations two feet outside
the temple?
▪ I don’t know – this is a judgment call
o (2) If the Jewish leaders had said, “you can preach and teach about
Jesus, just not on the resurrection!,” (cf. Acts 4:2) would Peter have
refused?
▪ I think he would have – it’s a core doctrinal teaching
There have been many occasions in American history where Christians
have struggled to know how to balance all this – here are four good
examples:
o (1) If you were a Christian baker, would you bake a cake for what you
know is a homosexual “wedding” if the laws of the State of Washington
say you have to?
▪ Some Christians wouldn’t do it – as we can tell from media
coverage in recent years
▪ Some Christians would do it – for equally Biblical reasons
• Do you think the Apostle Paul only made tents for
Christians?
o Paul was not a wealthy man, and most people in
this period only earned enough to survive
o Artisans made money by developing a reputation
for producing better quality work than the other guy
in the same town, or the next
o You had to build your business locally – and this
could only happen if you stayed in one place for a
while, to develop a name for yourself
o Paul traveled all over for years, so it must have
been extraordinarily difficult to get work –
especially because the locals already had their
own guys they went to for tentmaking
• In this context, do you actually believe Paul would have
survived if he’d only made tents for Christians?
o I really, really, really doubt it!
18
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• Can you imagine this scenario:11
o Pagan: “Hey, dude! I’d you to make me a tent.”
▪ Paul: “Are you a Christian?”
o Pagan: “Uh . . . no, and I’m not interested. Wasn't
your leader was a criminal? And, didn't he tell you
guys you had to, like, eat his flesh and drink his
blood, too . . . ?".”
▪ Paul: “That’s not true, but I’ll let it go for now.
What do you plan to use the tent for?”
o Pagan: “I plan to use it when I make my pilgrimage
to Ephesus, to worship the fertility goddess Diana.
I plan to bring many cultic prostitutes back to my
tent during my stay there, where we will enjoy
ourselves, and I’ll be praying our activities will
entice the honored goddess Diana to bless me with
a wife, and many sons!”
▪ Paul: “I’m sorry, pal – but I just can’t allow
my artistic expressions to be used for
something my religion tells me is morally
wrong. I suggest you try Fred, just down the
road. Cheers!”
▪ This is my argument, but other dedicated Christians could come
up with counter-arguments (perhaps you already have!)
• The point is that these are tricky waters, and each
Christian will have to make his own decision on where
“the line” is
o (2) Was the American Revolution unbiblical?
▪ After the French-Indian War, Britain decided to begin levying a
series of taxes against the American colonies
▪ The British were in terrible debt – which happens after you fight
a long and protracted war
▪ They needed revenue – what happens when a government
needs more money?

11

You can read an extended version of my fictional dialogue here.
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▪

▪

▪

▪

• It increases taxes!
The British had decided to garrison a large number of troops in
America to protect settlers from encroaching on Indian lands,
and to keep a wary eye on the French
• Isn’t is reasonable to expect the colonies to “pay their fair
share” to help support troops stationed there for their own
benefit?
However, the American colonies had no representation in
Parliament at all; they had no official voice to plead their case
or speak for them – this situation was the impetus for the
eventual rallying cry, “no taxation without representation!”
The taxes (first on sugar, then stamps, then others) caused a
massive uproar in the colonies – a spark which eventually led
to the American Revolution
Was this a Christian reaction?
• (1) If you’re a Christian merchant and businessman in
Providence, Rhode Island, who imports sugar - should
you try to bribe local customs officials to look the other
way to not collect customs duties?
o Your competitors are doing it, if you pay these
taxes, your business will suffer!
• (2) If you were a Christian in Boston in 1770, would you
join an opposition movement like “the Sons of Liberty” to
subvert British rule? Is that what Jesus recommended?
• (3) When he told the Pharisees, “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s,” (Mk 12:17), didn’t He actually mean that?
• (4) Jesus wasn’t represented in the Roman Senate, was
He?
o Was there a democratically elected Congressman
from Galilee’s 4th Congressional District present in
Rome, representing Jesus’ interests?
o Did the Congressman have a storefront office in
downtown Nazareth?
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o Did he hand hand out lawn signs for constituents
to plant in their yards during election season?
▪ I don’t think so!
▪ This was a very difficult problem for Christians to deal with, and
remember – we can read all about these events, but we weren’t
there, so we’re missing something important; the passion,
atmosphere and immediate context of events
▪ I’m not advocating a position; I’m pointing out that Peter’s
command has real implications for real life, and Christians in
America have had to deal with this before, and we will again
o (3) If you were a Christian, living in America in the pre-Civil War era,
would you have ignored the Federal fugitive slave laws?
▪ Article 4, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution:
• “No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under
the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in
Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service
or Labour may be due.”
o This is clearly referring to African-American slaves,
who were generally classified as “property” of the
slaveholders in those days12
▪ The Constitution doesn’t say how this should be done
▪ Eventually, a system developed where “kidnappers” (so labeled
by anti-slavery advocates in the North) deployed forth in search
of fugitive slaves, apprehended them, and simply brought them
back South – with no legal recourse
▪ This set up a terrible clash between pro-slavery and anti-slavery
factions:
• the former demanded the federal government assist
slaveowners in re-capturing escaped slaves who crossed
state lines

12
See the discussion of Article 4, Section 2, Clauses 2-3 from the Constitution of the United States
of America: Analysis and Interpretation (Washington, D.C., Government Printing Office, 2016), 977-980.
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• the latter factions in several anti-slavery states lobbied
their legislatures and successfully passed “personal
liberty” laws, which gave fugitive slaves who crossed into
their states certain rights (e.g. habeas corpus, testimony,
trial by jury) and imposed criminal punishments on
kidnappers
▪ In 1837, a man was convicted of kidnapping a former slave
woman and her children from Pennsylvania, and carrying them
back to Maryland (Pennsylvania had an anti-kidnapping law on
its books)
• The U.S. Supreme Court overturned this and declared
Pennsylvania’s anti-kidnapping law unconstitutional and,
in one stroke, invalidated similar laws in other Northern
states
• The Chief Justice wrote Pennsylvania’s anti-kidnapping
law “purports to punish as a public offence against that
state, the very act of seizing and removing a slave, by his
master, which the constitution of the United States was
designed to justify and uphold.”13
▪ 14 years later, the same Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
wrote the majority decision for Dred Scott v. Sanford, where
(among other things), he issued a decision on whether slaves
could legally be considered “citizens” under the Constitution
and (thus) even had the right to petition for freedom in Federal
court. He declared:
• “The question before us is, whether the class of persons
described in the plea in abatement compose a portion of
this people, and are constituent members of this
sovereignty?
• We think they are not, and that they are not included, and
were not intended to be included, under the word
“citizens” in the Constitution, and can therefore claim

13

From Chief Justice Taney’s majority decision in Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1842).
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▪

▪

▪
▪

14

none of the rights and privileges which that instrument
provides for and secures to citizens of the United States.
• On the contrary, they were at that time considered as a
subordinate and inferior class of beings, who had been
subjugated by the dominant race, and, whether
emancipated 18 or not, yet remained subject to their
authority, and had no rights or privileges but such as
those who held the power and the government might
choose to grant them.” 14
What should devout Christians do in this environment?
• (1) You’re a Christian
• (2) You live in Pennsylvania
• (3) Peter says you must submit yourselves to the civil
authorities for the Lord’s sake
• (4) The Federal government says it’s unconstitutional to
interfere with slave-owners trying to re-claim their
“property” in the North
• (5) What should you do about it? How do you balance
this?
In this context (and much, much more!), blacks and whites in
the North decided they had to ignore Federal law and the
Supreme Court in favor of what was called “higher law” doctrine
(i.e. God’s law); they engaged in passive resistance
• They formed vigilante committees to shield and protect
slaves from kidnappers, and spirit them away to Canada
• This group even included clergymen from several
denominations, especially in Boston
Others, like John Brown, chose the path of armed insurrection
and rebellion against the Federal government
I’m not advancing a position; I’m just explaining how some
Christians decided implement Peter’s commands from this
passage in real-life situations

From Chief Justice Taney’s majority decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford (1856).
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• These are tricky waters to navigate, and our waters today
are just as tricky . . .
o (4) Oregon’s recent abortion law (HB 3391-B):15
▪ This bill is widely acknowledged to be the most progressive and
aggressive abortion law in this country
▪ The bill (just signed into law last week) requires all insurers in
the State of Oregon to cover a large range of “reproductive
services” (i.e. abortion) to anyone in the state – free.16
▪ More significantly, the bill allows a woman to get an abortion
without any restriction, for any reason.17
▪ Because insurers are forbidden to pass these costs along to the
consumers, the State of Oregon will be contributing about
$10,000,000 to offset the proposed costs for the 2017 – 2019
biennium. This cost is expected to grow to over $14,000,000 for
2019-2021.18
▪ This means, if you’re an Oregon resident, your tax-dollars will
be used to reimburse insurers for abortion procedures – and
the costs will only go up each biennium!
▪ What should devout Christians do in this environment?
See the article by Alexandra Desanctis, “Oregon Governor Puts Taxpayers on the Hook for All
Abortions” in National Review (22AUG17). This is an article from a conservative perspective, but I’ve
included excerpts and links to the text of the actual bill so you can verify the information yourself, if you
wish.
16
See the text of HB 3391, Section 2(3).
17
See the text of HB 3391, Section 8. It reads:
“A public body as defined in ORS 174.109 or, except as provided in ORS 435.225, an officer,
employee or agent of a public body may not: (1) Deprive a consenting individual of the choice of
terminating the individual’s pregnancy; (2) Interfere with or restrict, in the regulation or provision of
benefits, facilities, services or information, the choice of a consenting individual to terminate the individual’s
pregnancy; (3) Prohibit a health care provider, who is acting within the scope of the health care provider’s
license, from terminating or assisting in the termination of a patient’s pregnancy; or (4) Interfere with or
restrict, in the regulation or provision of benefits, facilities, services or information, the choice of a health
care provider, who is acting within the scope of the health care provider’s license, to terminate or assist in
the termination of a patient’s pregnancy.”
For a legal Oregon definition of what a “public body” is, see the text of ORS 174.109. It reads, “as
used in the statutes of this state ‘public body’ means state government bodies, local government bodies
and special government bodies.”
It is clear Oregon’s new legislation forbids the State from interfering with an individual’s choice to
terminate a pregnancy There are no exceptions listed, which is rather chilling. For example, there is no
exception for late-term abortions, or sex-selective abortions. The State cannot interfere with the individual’s
choice. I doubt this law will go long without being challenged.
18
See the State of Oregon’s fiscal analysis of HB 3391.
15
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-

-

• (1) You’re a Christian
• (2) You live in Oregon
• (3) Peter says you must submit yourselves to the civil
authorities for the Lord’s sake
• (4) Your tax-dollars are funding the murder of babies
• (5) What should you do about it? How do you balance
this?
So, what should Christians do today, to put Peter’s commands into practical
effect in our everyday lives?
o Whatever course of action you take, in whatever situation you find
yourself in, you have to always remember these basic principles:
▪ (1) Always be respectful
▪ (2) Always tell them why (“we must obey God rather than men,”
Acts 5:29)
▪ (3) Always explain why (i.e. the Gospel)
▪ (4) The goal is to glorify God and be a testimony for Christ; know
that God wants you to submit yourself to every human authority:
• (a) so that, by doing right, you’d silence the ignorant
slander of foolish men (1 Pet 2:15);
• (b) so that they’ll see your good deeds and glorify God on
the day when He returns to judge the world (1 Pet 2:13)
If those Christian men and women hadn’t taken a stand for a “higher law”
against the U.S. Constitution and the Supreme Court, I wouldn’t have read
about it, and told you about it this morning
o You could argue their efforts were pitiful and didn’t make a real
difference
o In terms of raw numbers, you’d probably be right
o In terms of a testimony for God’s truth about the image of God and
the dignity of all men and women, you’d be wrong – because their
impact couldn’t be seen and weighed in their generation, you can only
see its effectiveness from a distance – which is why I can read about
it today, in a history book!
d. -- like freed slaves, and not like those who’re wearing this
freedom like a cloak of wickedness, but like God’s slaves.
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-

-

Your translation will have different things here, and I guarantee that among
our various Bible translations here this morning, you’ll have two differences:
o (1) Is this a command, or not?
o (2) Like free what?
Let me tackle these briefly:
o (1) Is this a command? Maybe! You could go either way . . . 😊
▪ The Greek doesn’t have a word for a command at all;
translations that use a command assume this is what Peter
meant (e.g. RSV, NASB, NET, NIV)
▪ Other translations don’t make it a command, but translate it to
show “this is how we act, live and ‘do right;’ this is the attitude
and mindset we need to have!” (e.g. Tyndale, KJV, NKJV)
• I personally think it’s the second option (“like, as”)
o (2) Like free what?
▪ Some translations don’t say (e.g. “as free;” Tyndale, KJV,
NKJV), while others supply a word (e.g. “free people/men;”
RSV, ESV, NIV, NASB, etc.)
• The Greek doesn’t have anything (“as free”)
▪ In light of how the verse ends (“servants/slaves of God”), and
the pivot to Christian slaves in vv.18-25, it seems clear Peter is
referring to Christians as freed slaves

Q10 (GROUP DISCUSSION): Why does Peter say that, by doing right, we silence
the ignorant slander of foolish men – like freed slaves; like God’s slaves? What is
he getting at? What does being a “freed slave” or “God’s slave” have to do with
proving ignorant slander wrong? What does it have to do with submitting to all
human authority, because of the Lord?
-

He’s referring to the attitude and mindset we should have as we “do right”
and submit to secular authorities
He’s referring to the perspective we should have of ourselves; the view we
ought to have about who we are and what our role is as we go about “doing
right” as secular authorities watch us during the course of our day to day
lives
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-

-

-

o Some people have a “badge” or “label” they stick themselves with,
and it informs everything about them – it’s the lens through which they
view the world and live their lives
o In the current cultural climate, your “sexual identity” or your “ethnic
identity” are the definitive markers that color your entire life (or, too,
people sometimes identify themselves with their crippling sin [e.g.
addiction, etc.])
If you’re a Christian:
o Your identity as “God’s slave” is the marker that must dominate and
inform your life, no matter what color your skin is or what evil sexual
tendencies you struggle with – it’s how you should “self-identify”
This means we deny ourselves and do what He wants us to do, and God
wants us to:
o (1) Submit to human authorities because of what Christ has done for
you
o (2) Because God’s will is that, by doing right, you’d silence the
ignorant slander of foolish men
o (3) and He wants us to do this with the attitude and mindset that we’re
God’s slaves, who He’s freed from Satan’s kingdom of darkness – so
that means we can do it, even if we’d prefer to do something else
It’s hard to “submit ourselves” to human authorities and respect their offices
of authority, particularly when we don’t personally like or respect the person
holding the office, or the organization he represents!
o But, we do it “because of the Lord”
▪ (1) Because he saved you
▪ (2) Because He transferred you out of the kingdom of darkness,
and into the kingdom of His dear Son (read Col 1:13-14)
▪ (3) Because you love Him with all your heart, soul and might
(Deut 6:4)
▪ (4) Because we consider ourselves to be dead to sin, and alive
in Christ, and slaves for Him (Rom 6)
o And, we submit ourselves to these authorities in a way that honors
and glorifies our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ - the Apostle Peter
himself gave us the example to follow:
▪ (1) Always be respectful and submissive to civil authorities
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▪ (2) If a man-made law directly contradicts God’s law, politely
refuse to submit in a respectful way
▪ (3) Tell them why
▪ (4) Explain why, and pivot to the Gospel immediately
Q11: Peter warns us that one way God doesn’t want us to silence the ignorant
slander of foolish men is to act like slaves who use our freedom like a cloak of
wickedness. What are some ways Christians can do this?
-

-

-

I believe Peter is combatting the extreme idea that because we’re Christians,
we have no duty to follow, obey, or submit ourselves to any authority but
God
Peter is saying we have no business being political revolutionaries, arming
ourselves to fight the state, or banding together to form vigilante
organizations to wage guerilla war against the state
We must never use our freedom from sin and adoption into Christ’s family
as a justification for wickedness, anarchy, rebellion against God-ordained
human authorities, and the like
o This kind of behavior will not silence the ignorant slander of foolish
men – it’ll just give them more ammunition to use against us, and it
disgraces Christ and His church
e. Respect all men. Love the family of believers. Always have
fearful reverence for God. Always respect the Emperor.

Peter finishes the passage with four short commands and, together, they sum up
what he’s been telling Christians to be doing in this letter for a while now:
- (1) Respect all men = 1 Peter 2:12, 15:
o We need to honor and respect everyone as human beings, made in
God’s image
▪ That is not the same thing as respecting and honoring their
pagan viewpoints about Biblical truth (e.g. God, Jesus, His
Gospel, and all the implications of the Gospel for their lives)
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-

-

-

▪ People’s pagan viewpoints don’t deserve respect, but the
people who hold them do deserve respect – that is a critical
difference
• EX: my approach to Matthew Vines’ book God and the
Gay Christian
o This means we treat unbelievers with honor and respect, even when
they slander us as though we’re criminals; because we want them to
join us on our side to glorify Christ when He returns to judge the world;
because we want them to see Christ in us, and repent and believe in
Him, too!
(2) Love the family of believers = 1 Peter 1:22 – 2:3
o If you don’t love other Christians (i.e. the people in your congregation),
then you’re not a Christian
(3) Always have fearful reverence for God = “because of the Lord” (1 Peter
1:17-21; 2:4-10, 12)
o This attitude towards God should inform and impel everything you do
and how you live your life; it’s your “self-identity”
o You’re His slave, and you live to do what He says
(4) Always respect the Emperor = 1 Peter 2:13-15

4. GREEK TRANSLATION NOTES:
I can hardly think of anybody who’d be interested in these notes. I made
them for myself as I studied the passage, and I need somewhere to store them so
I find them later. This is as good a place as any. Please feel free to ignore all this,
if you wish! These are not preaching notes, and are not intended to be. Nobody in
his right mind should mistake them for teaching notes. They’re simply translation
notes about particular points of grammar and syntax.
a. Translation (1 Peter 2:13 – 2:17):
Submit yourselves to every human authority because of the Lord, whether
to [the] emperor as one who governs, or to [the] officials who are being sent by him
to punish evildoers and praise those who do right.
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Because this is God’s will, that by doing right you’d silence the ignorant
slander of foolish men -- like freed slaves, and not like those who’re wearing this
freedom like a cloak of wickedness, but like God’s slaves.
Respect all men. Love the family of believers. Always have fearful reverence
for God. Always respect the Emperor.
b. Translation Notes:
-

Row #1: Greek text (UBS-5);
Row #2: parsing;
Row #3: gloss;
Row #4: brief syntax notes;
Row #5: rough, ugly, but more “literal” translation;
Row #6: smoother, slightly more colloquial translation

Ὑποτάγητε

πάσῃ

ἀνθρωπίνῃ

κτίσει

διὰ

τὸν κύριον,

εἴτε

βασιλεῖ

ὡς

2nd,pl,aor,pass,imp
You must be
subordinate to,
subject to
deponent passive
(makes verb
reflexive);constative;
command

dsf

dsf

dsf

prep

asm

asm

conj

dsm

conj

all, every,
each

human

creation,
institution

because
of

the

Lord

whether

King

as

reference

attributive
adj.;
reference

coordinating

apposition
to πάσῃ
ἀνθρωπίνῃ
κτίσει

apposition
w/participle

reference

reason

obj.prep

You must submit yourselves to every human institution because of the Lord, whether
Submit yourselves to every human authority because of the Lord, whether

ὑπερέχοντι

εἴτε

ἡγεμόσιν

ὡς

δι᾽

αὐτοῦ

πεμπομένοις

εἰς

ἐκδίκησιν

papdsm

conj

dpm
leader,
governor,
official

conj

prep

gsm

pppdpm

prep

as, like

by,
through

him

they are being
sent

into

asf
giving out
justice,
punishment

obj.prep

attributive; mod.
ἡγεμόσιν; simple
passive;
descriptive;
apposition

purpose

the one in
authority
attributive
mod. βασιλεῖ;
descriptive;
apposition

whether

coordinating

apposition
to πάσῃ
ἀνθρωπίνῃ
κτίσει

apposition
w/participle

agency

obj.prep

to [the] emperor as one who governs, or to [the] officials who are being sent
to [the] emperor as one who governs, or to [the] officials who are being sent by him

κακοποιῶν

ἔπαινον

δὲ

gpm

asm

conj

ἀγαθοποιῶν
gpm

evildoers, criminals
objective; mod. ἐκδίκησιν

praise
obj.prep

and

those who do good, the upright
objective; mod. ἔπαινον
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for the purpose to punish evildoers and praise those who do right.
to punish evildoers and praise those who do right.

Ὑποτάγητε. This command is meaningless if it is kept as a simple passive.
“Be subject to . . .” is not something an individual can do. A passive voice means
the action is done to the subject, not vice versa. No doubt, if a translator who
prefers a passive voice here is forced to explain, he’ll say the Christian must
subject himself to human authorities. This is an active sense, which means the
verb should be taken as a deponent passive.
κτίσει. Peter must be referring to the people who hold various offices as
government officials, at all levels. This is clear, because Peter gives “kings” and
“officials” as examples. He isn’t talking about the office per se, but the flesh and
blood people who hold these offices. To be sure, the person only has authority
because of the office he holds. But, Peter is not commanding Christians submit to
a generic office, but to the people who hold the office at any given time. Therefore,
I think “authority” is better than something like “institution,” in this case.
ὅτι

οὕτως

ἐστὶν

conj
because
reason

adv
thus
substantival, functioning as a noun;

3rd,s,p,a,i
it is

τὸ

θέλημα

nsn
nsn
the
will
predicate of οὕτως

For in this way it is God’s will;
Because this is God’s will;

ὅτι οὕτως ἐστὶν τὸ θέλημα τοῦ θεοῦ. There are two ways to understand how the
adverb is functioning; (1) it can refer back to what just came before and sum up
Peter’s command with a crescendo of explanation, or (2) it can introduce a
dependent clause and provide the explanation in a new sentence, with a forwardlooking focus.
The crux of the matter is the participle ἀγαθοποιοῦντας which follows. If we
take the former option, the participle sits there alone, forlorn and helpless. It seems
best to take the participle as in apposition to “the will of God,” providing explanation
for what, precisely, this will is.
That brings us to what on earth the adverb is doing. It appears to be
functioning substantivally, as a noun, with “the will of God” as a predicate
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identifying it (“this is the will of God”).19 What exactly is this will of God? Well, Peter
goes on to tell you all about it! The adverb is the subject, an amorphous “this” which
Peter immediately goes on to spell out for his readers.
τοῦ θεοῦ

ἀγαθοποιοῦντας

φιμοῦν

τὴν

τῶν

ἀφρόνων

gsm

gsm

papapm

p,a,inf

asf

gpm

of
the

God

those who are doing
good, being upright

to silence

the

the

gpm
foolish,
ignorant,
clueless,
stupid

attributive mod. φιμοῦν;
means; descriptive; acc.
case = implied subj of
infinitive

complements
ἀγαθοποιοῦντας

obj.inf.

subjective

ἀνθρώπων ἀγνωσίαν
gpm

asf

of men

ignorance

subjective; ἀφρόνων = attributive
adjective

obj.inf.

namely, that by doing right you would be silencing the ignorance of foolish men that by doing right you’d silence the ignorant slander of foolish men;

τὴν ἀγνωσίαν. There are two issues to address here; (1) what kind of
ignorance does the word convey, and (2) what is this “ignorance?” It’s a noun;
what is Peter referring to?
Meaning. You have two options for meaning; (1) a generic lack of knowledge
(e.g. “I’m ignorant about nuclear physics”), or (2) a more specific lack of knowledge
about God (e.g. “spiritual blindness”). Context must decide. Personally, I don’t think
it’s necessary to draw a sharp distinction here, but I prefer the second option. It’s
clear they’re speaking evil of Christians because they’re of their father the devil. In
that sense, they’re spiritually ignorant. But, I think the connection is clear enough,
so I’ll just redner it “ignorance.”
What does ignorance refer to? Here, I think the context is clear it is the evil
speech (v.12). I chose to make this explicit by rendering this as “ignorant slander.”
It’s true that I changed the “ignorance” into an attributive adjective, and made
“slander” the noun, but there is precedent for this. The NIV has “ignorant talk.” The
NLT has “foolish accusations.” Phillips has “ill-informed criticisms.”
ὡς

ἐλεύθεροι

conj

npm
freedmen, free people,
emancipated slaves, freed
slaves
predicate

as, like
comparison

like freed slaves,
19
For justification for adverbs functioning as nouns, see Kostenberger, Plummer, Merkle, Going
Deeper with New Testament Greek (Nashville, TN: B&H, 2016; Kindle ed.), KL 11045.
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like freed slaves,

ὡς ἐλεύθεροι . . . θεοῦ δοῦλοι. There are a few options for how to render this
section.
(1) Apposition. It is connected with what came immediately before, in
apposition to ἀγαθοποιοῦντας φιμοῦν and explaining how Christians should consider
themselves as they carry out the command to be “doing right” and silencing “the
ignorant slander of foolish men.” They should consider themselves to be freed from
slavery to Satan, and now they’re God’s slaves who seek to practice
righteousness. This makes excellent grammatical sense. The typical objection is
that ἐλεύθεροι is a nominative with no home; if it were modifying the participle
ἀγαθοποιοῦντας, it would be in the accusative case.20
I answer – meh. It’s true the nominative seems to have no home. I take it to
be a predicate of some sort coupled with the comparative conjunction (“like freed
slaves”); or perhaps the subject of this clause. I admit I can’t find a category to
place it. I seek refuge in Wallace’s category of “nominative ad nauseum.” 21
The great strength of this position is that I don’t have to add anything to the
text to translate it. It stands on its own, as a natural apposition to what came before.
Critics may quibble about the syntax of this choice, but they are forced to add text
to render their translation – I am not.
(2) Command. You add an implied command (which isn’t in the text at all,
so you have to guess what it could be), and translate it something like, “Live like
freed slaves . . .” It sounds good. But, if Peter wanted to issue a command, he
surely knew how to do it. This letter is full of imperatives. He didn’t use one here.
Not too comfy adding one.
(3) Adverbial – time. You connect this to the imperative command which
comes later (“you must respect all people”), and render it as a status you keep in
mind while you respect all people, honor the king, etc., etc. So, the translation
would be something like, “like freed slaves . . . honor all men.” This makes no real
sense. What does doing a freed slave (i.e. God’s slaves) have to do with respecting
all men, honoring the king, loving the community of believers?

20
See, for example, J. Ramsey Michaels, 1 Peter, in WBC, vol. 49 (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson,
1988), 128.
21
Wallace (GGBB, 64).
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The connection is forced. You have to mentally extrapolate like this; (a) I
have been freed from slavery to Satan, and now I’m God’s slave, (b) I want to do
what He says, (c) He says I should love my neighbors, (d) so I should love my
community of believers, (e) he also says I should love Him more than anything, (f)
so I should respect all people, especially those in authority, (g) and why? (h) so
they might be saved.
Rather than go through this elaborate “connect-the-dots” mental process, you
could just take it as in apposition to the participle + infinitive, and explaining how
Christians should consider themselves as they put to silence the ignorant slander
of foolish men as they live pure lives. This ties neatly into Peter’s emphasis on
suffering for Christ’s sake.
καὶ

μὴ

ὡς

ἐπικάλυμμα

ἔχοντες

conj
and
contrast

neg
not

conj
as, like
comparison

asn
veil, covering, cloak
adverbial of manner

papnpm
you are having
substantival; descriptive

τῆς

κακίας

gsf
gsf
of the evil, depravity, wickedness
attributive mod. ἐπικάλυμμα

but not like those who are wearing the freedom like a cloak of wickedness;
and not like those who’re wearing this freedom like a cloak of wickedness,

τὴν ἐλευθερίαν
asf
the

asf
free
obj. ἔχοντες

ἀλλ᾽

ὡς

θεοῦ

δοῦλοι

conj
but
contrast

conj
as, like
comparison

gsm
of God
subjective

npm
slaves
predicate

but like God’s slaves.
but like God’s slaves

πάντας

τιμήσατε

τὴν

apm
all, each, every
direct obj.

2nd,pl,aor,a,imp
you must honor
constative; simple active; command

asf
the

You must respect all people.
Respect all men.

τιμήσατε. I don’t think Peter really wants us to honor the authorities, in the
sense of adulation and praise, because sometimes they aren’t worthy of honor. I
think the real sense in this context is respect. We may not like our government
officials, and they often do many things unworthy of any honor at all. But, we must
respect them and their office.
ἀδελφότητα

ἀγαπᾶτε

asf

2nd,pl,aor,a,imp

τὸν θεὸν
asm

asm

φοβεῖσθε
2nd,pl,p,m,imp

τὸν βασιλέα
asm
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fellowship, brotherhood,
community/family of believers

you must love

direct obj.

constative; simple
active; command

the

God

direct obj.

you must be having
fearful reverence
indirect middle;
iterative; command

the

king
direct obj.

you must be
honoring
simple active;
iterative; command

You must love the family of believers. You must always be having fearful reverence for God. You must
always be honoring the king.
Love the family of believers. Always have fearful reverence for God. Always respect the Emperor.
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