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1. THE PROPHESY: 

 

- Here, Micah gave us probably the best-known passage in his book, and one 

of the most precious promises of the coming Christ 

- We know the chief priests and the scribes knew about this passage, 

because they’re the ones who advised Herod when the wise men came into 

town from the East, following the star (Mt 2:1-6): 

o Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen 

his star in the East, and have come to worship him.”  

o When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:  

▪ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

▪ are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

▪ for from you shall come a ruler  

▪ who will govern my people Israel.’” 

 

- Here’s the prophesy: 

 

Now you are walled about with a wall; 

siege is laid against us; 

with a rod they strike upon the cheek 

the ruler of Israel (Mic 5:1) 

 

- Micah’s talking about the current King of Judah in his day: 

o (1) After the Babylonians laid siege to the city of Jerusalem for about 

1.5 years, and had nearly starved the city out, 

o (2) they finally breached the walls, and what was left of the army fled 

the city 

o (3) The Babylonians caught up with King Zedekiah, captured him, and 

brought him as prisoner to King Nebuchadnezzar, 

o (4) who sentenced him to death,  
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o (5) and then proceeded to personally kill his Zedekiah’s sons in front 

of his eyes,  

o (6) and then personally kill Zedekiah,  

o (7) and then personally kill all the Judean royalty who had been 

captured with him (see 2 Kgs 25:1-7; Jer 39:1-8; 52:3-11) 

- Zedekiah was not a good king or a good man, and he personified the lies, 

degeneracy, hypocrisy and wickedness of the Israelite people in his day (see 

2 Chr 36:11-14): 

- Perhaps my favorite passage, which perfectly captures this terrible man in 

all his glory, is when (see Jer 38:14-28): 

o (1) The city is surrounded and under siege from the Babylonians 

o (2) Jeremiah is imprisoned in a pit, as punishment for warning the 

people that God had forsaken them and would allow the Babylonians 

to destroy the city 

o (3) Zedekiah secretly goes to Jeremiah for advice, and promises to 

not kill Jeremiah if he tells him what he should do 

o (4) Jeremiah tells him what God has to say 

o (5) Zedekiah ignores God’s orders, and tells Jeremiah he’ll kill him if 

he tells anybody about the conversation, 

o (6) Then leaves him!  

- This is the man who is king of Judah, who the Babylonians will strike on the 

cheek and humiliate – and kill 

o What a contrast to the true king, the real king, who will come one day! 

- So, what does this famous prophesy tell us? 

 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel (Mic 5:2a-b) 

 

o (1) The Messiah will come from the city of Bethlehem 

▪ This means He’ll be an Israelite 

▪ This was a very small city, about five miles from Jerusalem 

▪ It’s the place where David was born (1 Sam 17:12) 
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o (2) The Messiah will, finally, be someone who actually does God’s will 

perfectly (“come forth for me”). This ruler: 

▪ (a) won’t have any ulterior motives,  

▪ (b) won’t have any wily schemes,  

▪ (c) won’t have any Achilles-heel to lure him away from faith and 

love of God,  

▪ (d) and won’t have a “thorn in the flesh” to lead Him astray or 

hinder Him 

• His whole purpose will be to serve the Lord in a way no 

other Israelite king had successfully done 

o (3) The Messiah will be the ruler in Israel, and He’ll finally be the King 

who will reflect God’s glory, God’s righteousness, God’s holiness, and 

bring peace on earth and good will to those with whom He’s favored 

– contrast Jesus with His genealogy (Matt 1): 

▪ (a) He’ll won’t be like David, who committed adultery and 

murder 

▪ (b) He’ll won’t be like Solomon, who was the product of David 

and Bathsheba’s union, tolerated idolatry in his middle ages, 

and raised a completely apostate son 

▪ (c) He won’t be like Rehoboam, a fool who split the nations of 

Judah and Israel in two by his hard-headed ways (1 Kgs 12:6-

24) 

▪ (d) He won’t be like Ahaz, the faithless king who received the 

prophesy of the coming Christ (Isa 7) 

▪ (e) He won’t be like Manasseh, who was the most evil and 

abominable king Judah ever had (see 2 Kgs 21:2-7, 9, 16) 

• And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 

according to the abominable practices of the nations 

whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel.  

• For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father 

had destroyed; and he erected altars for Baal, and made 

an Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and 

worshiped all the host of heaven, and served them. And 

he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the 

LORD had said, “In Jerusalem will I put my name.” And 
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he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts 

of the house of the LORD.  

• And he burned his son as an offering, and practiced 

soothsaying and augury, and dealt with mediums and 

with wizards. He did much evil in the sight of the LORD, 

provoking him to anger (2 Kgs 21:2-7) 

• Manasseh seduced them to do more evil than the nations 

had done whom the LORD destroyed before the people 

of Israel (2 Kgs 21:9) 

o These are the kings in whose footsteps Jesus is following, and it’s why 

God decided, from the beginning, to send the true King from 

Bethlehem one day –  

▪ (1) to rule and reign the right way,  

▪ (2) according God’ standards,  

▪ (3) following God’s law,  

▪ (4) who would preach and export God’s holiness and rule to the 

entire world  

 

whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days (Mic 5:2c) 

 

- The idea here could mean two things, and your Bible translation has chosen 

one of them: 

o (1) This ruler’s origins are from far, far back in distant history – from 

the most ancient days in time past, or 

o (2) This ruler’s plan to go forth, to take office as King, to assume the 

throne was set and determined by God a very, very long time ago – 

as far back as time itself can reach 

- I believe the second option is the best – either way, you have a Ruler and 

King who is clearly supernatural 

o This isn’t going to be an ordinary man!  

- God has always planned to bring a perfect, holy and just Ruler and King on 

the scene, to fix everything that’s gone so terribly wrong 
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- Like a prizefighter endlessly preparing for a match, whose role was set, 

determined and predestined long ago, Micah pictures the Messiah bursting 

onto the scene one day to: 

o (1) take the throne,  

o (2) wear His crown,  

o (3) punish the wicked,  

o (4) reward the righteous, and  

o (5) establish His Father’s Kingdom here on earth  

▪ (6) for all people, from every tribe, tongue people and nation,  

▪ (7) who repent and believe in His Good News 

 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in travail has brought forth; (Mic 5:3a) 

 

- A couple of questions here: 

o (1) Who is the woman? 

o (2) What does it mean that this ruler will “give them up until the time?”  

o (3) Give “who” up?  

o (4) Until what “time?” 

- Answers: 

o (1) “They” are the Israelites (“Judah”) 

o (2) This ruler will give the Israelites up … 

▪ Until some particular point in time,  

▪ At which point He’ll stop giving them up (“until the time”) 

▪ When is that point in time?  

• It’s when “she who is in travail has brought forth” 

o (3) This means the woman is probably Mary 

▪ The woman is in “travail,” which usually means the pains of 

childbirth or some sort of physical ordeal 

▪ Mary gave birth to the Messiah 

• This shows the ruler, whoever He is, has an existence 

before Mary gives birth to Him – or else He wouldn’t be 

able to “give the Israelites up!”  
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• The ruler is Christ, whose going forth was determined 

and set in ancient days, before the foundation of the 

world 

- It’s this point, when Messiah is born and comes onto the scene, that Micah 

sees as the culmination of all salvation history 

 

then the rest of his brethren shall return 

to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth (Mic 5:3b-4) 

 

- This is a short snapshot of Christ’s rule on earth: 

o (1) All Israelites (“his brothers”) will be regathered 

o (2) The Messiah will be the shepherd, leader and ruler over His flock 

o (3) He’ll feed His people in the strength and majesty of Yahweh the 

one true God, because Christ is Yahweh 

o (4) They’ll dwell securely forever,  

o (5) and Christ will reign to the very ends of the earth,  

o (6) and everyone will bow to God and worship Him in spirit and in truth 

▪ Read Mic 4:1-5 

 

2. THE REAL CONTEXT – FAKERS AND FRAUDS: 

 

- I want to stop here, and give you the real context of this prophesy: 

o If you hear this prophesy, and you picture: 

▪ (1) God sitting before a crackling fire,  

▪ (2) passing around hot apple cider and chocolate truffles,  

▪ (3) telling the Israelites the wonderful story of the Coming King, 

▪ (4) with a twinkle in his eye,  

▪ (5) tears of tender love flowing down His cheeks, 

▪ (6) and a warm, fuzzy feeling in his heart 

• then you’re wrong! 

o In reality: 
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▪ (1) God is promising all this to them,  

▪ (2) even though (by and large) they’re complete religious 

hypocrites 

▪ (3) who hate God and hate His law 

- The truth is that God loves hypocrites and frauds, too: 

o (1) He promised to send the Messiah to redeem these hypocrites, who 

would be saved if they’d only repent and believe Him 

o (2) He also promised to send the Messiah to save you, too – if you’ll 

repent and believe who Jesus is, and what He’s done 

- Let me say this plainly: 

o (1) because it’s the same message God sent Micah to preach to these 

Israelites, and  

o (2) it’s the same context in which he preached this prophesy of the 

Messiah: 

▪ If you’re faking your faith, God knows it – so repent! 

▪ If you don’t repent and believe, then this prophesy of the King 

from Bethlehem isn’t Good News for you – it’s bad news 

- Follow me here, and see the true context of this prophesy for yourself: 

  

Hear, you peoples, all of you; 

hearken, O earth, and all that is in it; 

and let the Lord GOD be a witness against you, 

the Lord from his holy temple. 

For behold, the LORD is coming forth out of his place, 

and will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth. 

And the mountains will melt under him 

and the valleys will be cleft, 

like wax before the fire, 

like waters poured down a steep place (Mic 1:2-4) 

  

- Micah describes God as somebody who’s just had enough 

o He comes thundering out of His holy temple in heaven 

o The mountains melt under him, like butter before a hot knife, 

o as He makes His way to the Promised Land to punish those who do 

evil 
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- What’s God’s problem? 

 

All this is for the transgression of Jacob 

and for the sins of the house of Israel. 

What is the transgression of Jacob? 

Is it not Samaria? 

And what is the sin of the house of Judah? 

Is it not Jerusalem? (Mic 1:5) 

 

o His problem is that people who claimed to love Him actually don’t 

o If you love God: 

▪ (1) you’ll want to do what He says,  

▪ (2) you’ll feel bad when you fail,  

▪ (3) so you’ll honestly tell Him you’re sorry,  

▪ (4) and you’ll ask for strength to do better next time 

• these are universal truths that transcend Covenants 

o These people, in Micah’s day, couldn’t care less about God 

▪ (1) They say they belong to God and believe in the promise of 

the Coming Redeemer, 

▪ (2) But, their actions prove they couldn’t care less about God 

• Their religion was external, superficial, and fake 

▪ (3) They hated His law, 

▪ (4) They hated His word, 

▪ (5) They hated everything the Old Covenant law pointed 

towards,  

▪ (6) which means they hated Christ, 

▪ (7) which means they hated God 

- What’s this have to do with me? 

o It has everything to do with you, because people today make the very 

same mistake: 

▪ (1) They say they belong to Christ through repentance and faith 

▪ (2) But, their actions prove they couldn’t care less about Christ 

• Their religion is external, superficial, and fake 

▪ (3) They hate His law, 

▪ (4) They hate his word, 
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▪ (5) They hate everything the New Covenant is about,  

▪ (6) which means they hate Christ, 

▪ (7) which means they hate God 

- What is God going to do about it? 

 

Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open country, 

a place for planting vineyards; 

and I will pour down her stones into the valley, 

and uncover her foundations. 

All her images shall be beaten to pieces, 

all her hires shall be burned with fire, 

and all her idols I will lay waste; 

for from the hire of a harlot she gathered them, 

and to the hire of a harlot they shall return (Mic 1:6-7) 

 

o He’s going to destroy these people, and everything false they hold 

dear 

- What will God do to me, if I’m faking my faith? 

o He’s going to destroy you, and everything you hold dear, too 

- How does Micah feel about that? 

 

For this I will lament and wail; 

I will go stripped and naked; 

I will make lamentation like the jackals, 

and mourning like the ostriches. 

For her wound is incurable; 

and it has come to Judah, 

it has reached to the gate of my people, 

to Jerusalem (Mic 1:8-9) 

 

o The incurable wound is God’s judgment, and it’s only come to Israel 

and Judah because of deliberate, knowing, and unrepentant sin 

o This is always the worst sort of sin to root out 

▪ (1) because these people know who Yahweh is,  

▪ (2) they know what their responsibilities are and how to fix it 
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▪ (3) they just don’t care 

• That’s why Micah is so upset 

• How do you evangelize somebody who knows the truth, 

but doesn’t care? 

o Just the same, there are people out there (perhaps in this 

congregation) who claim to be Christians: 

▪ (1) who know who Yahweh is,  

▪ (2) who know who Christ is and He’s done 

▪ (3) who know their responsibility is to repent and believe the 

Gospel  

▪ (4) but who haven’t done it (for their own reasons), and are 

playing along 

▪ (5) in short - they just don’t care  

- What, exactly, are these people doing? 

 

Woe to those who devise wickedness 

and work evil upon their beds! 

When the morning dawns, they perform it, 

because it is in the power of their hand. 

They covet fields, and seize them; 

and houses, and take them away; 

they oppress a man and his house, 

a man and his inheritance (Mic 2:1-2) 

 

o The wealthy plot to steal more and more property 

▪ This isn’t an indictment against wealthy people 

▪ It’s just a statement of fact – these are God’s covenant people: 

• (1) they’re supposed to be following His law because they 

love Him,  

• (2) which means loving your neighbor as much as you 

love yourself,  

• (3) modeling God’s Kingdom to the world,  

• (4) while they wait for the Messiah (the real King) to come 

▪ Instead: 

• (1) they lie awake at night,  
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• (2) plotting and scheming about how to do evil 

• (3) when the morning comes, they’re off to make it 

happen 

• (4) Yet, day by day, they continue to go through the 

pathetic, empty, “pious” motions of religious service to 

God through the sacrificial system 

▪ How many professing Christians do the same thing? 

• (1) you’re supposed to be following Christ because you 

love Him,  

• (2) which means you’ll honestly want to do what His word 

says,  

• (3) yet your hours and days are consumed with scheming 

to do un-Godly things,  

• (4) and you lie awake, plotting to magnify yourself instead 

of magnify God,  

• (5) and, as you lie in bed, your goals, dreams and 

ambitions are focused on perpetuating sin, rather than 

putting it to death in your life 

• (6) and when the morning comes, you set out to make 

them happen,  

• (7) yet, day by day, and Sunday by Sunday,  

• (8) you go through the pathetic, empty “pious” motions of 

religious service to God,  

• (9) and it’s all fake, all empty, all wrong, and all a great 

and terrible lie? 

- Isn’t it a bad idea to preach things like this? Won’t it make people upset? 

Isn’t this a bad “church growth” strategy?  

o Some folks in Micah’s day agreed: 

 

“Do not preach”—thus they preach— 

“one should not preach of such things; 

disgrace will not overtake us.” 

Should this be said, O house of Jacob? 

Is the Spirit of the LORD impatient? 

Are these his doings? 
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Do not my words do good 

to him who walks uprightly? (Mic 2:6-7) 

 

o (1) The false prophets say: 

▪ Don’t say that! 

▪ Don’t ever say that! 

▪ Isn’t God patient? Is He ever impatient? 

▪ Isn’t His love without end?  

▪ Why would He harm His people? 

▪ So what if we’re a little off course! God is love, Micah!  

▪ Are you a Pharisee, Micah!? 

▪ Get it together, man! 

o (2) God says back: 

▪ “Do not my words do good to him who walks uprightly?” 

o What about you – do Micah’s words make you angry, too? 

▪ Do you claim to be a Christian, but live a life opposed to God’s 

Word? 

▪ Do you excuse your rotten fruit by saying to yourself:  

• God is love! or 

• I prayed a prayer once! or 

• My parents are Christians! or 

• I grew up in this church! or 

• I tithe $600 per month! or 

• I haven’t missed services in 80 years! or 

• God will overlook all my wickedness and hypocrisy, 

because I prayed a prayer once, and He loves me! 

▪ If so, then you’re making the same terrible mistake these folks 

are 

 

But you rise against my people as an enemy; 

you strip the robe from the peaceful, 

from those who pass by trustingly 

with no thought of war. 

The women of my people you drive out 

from their pleasant houses; 
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from their young children you take away 

my glory for ever (Mic 2:8-9) 

 

- How do you know if you’re not really a Christian? 

o Your fruit is rotten! 

▪ (1) An apple tree produces apples 

▪ (2) An orange tree produces oranges 

▪ (3) A pear tree produces pears 

o A Christian produces: 

▪ (1) the fruit of the Spirit, and  

▪ (2) an honest desire (not perfect conformity [that’s not possible; 

Gal 2:21], but honest desire) to follow God’s Word, because he 

loves Him 

- What kind of fruit are the Israelites in Micah’s day producing? 

- Does it seem like they love God with all their heart, soul, might and strength? 

 

If a man should go about and utter wind and lies, 

saying, “I will preach to you of wine and strong drink,” 

he would be the preacher for this people! (Mic 2:11) 

 

- These people don’t want to follow God’s Word: 

o (1) they just want a blank check for their sin;  

o (2) a cozy fleece blanket of a permission slip to wrap themselves in 

- But, the real question is - why God would follow this condemnation with a 

statement like this: 

 

I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob, 

I will gather the remnant of Israel; 

I will set them together 

like sheep in a fold, 

like a flock in its pasture, 

a noisy multitude of men. 

He who opens the breach will go up before them; 

they will break through and pass the gate, 

going out by it. 
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Their king will pass on before them, 

the LORD at their head (Mic 2:12-13) 

 

- So many questions: 

o (1) Why didn’t God just send down lighting bolts from on high? 

o (2) Why didn’t He just walk away? 

o (3) God scrapped Saul’s family, and started over with David – why 

didn’t He do the same with the Israelites? 

o (4) If you’re a fake Christian, why doesn’t God just scrap you, and 

move on to somebody else?  

o (5) Why are you still alive and still breathing, to continue your 

hypocrisy? 

-  The answer: 

o (1) God loves hypocrites, too 

o (2) God sent to Jesus to be perfect for hypocrites, and 

o (3) God sent Jesus to die for hypocrites 

- This king Micah just mentioned can be yours, too! 

o (1) God created this world perfect and complete 

o (2) The first man and woman destroyed themselves and God’s 

creation by their rebellion against God 

o (3) The entire Bible is about God planning and executing a plan to 

redeem and fix His creation for His own glory – through His eternal 

Son, Jesus Christ 

o (4) The Israelites were the custodians of His holy law,  

▪ and were supposed to live and model God’s Kingdom on earth 

until the promised Messiah would come to: 

• (a) provide perfect atonement for our crimes,  

• (b) perfect forgiveness for everyone who bows to God in 

repentance and faith,  

• (c) and establish peace on earth and good will towards 

those who have His favor 

o (5) Christ has come and gone now – and He’ll come back soon 

- Micah’s message for today is to fake Christians – if: 

o (1) you repent and believe the real Gospel,  
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o (2) not in the “Americana Gospel” of flag + country + Republican Party 

+ apple pie + a dash of inoffensive Jesus for flavor,  

o (3) not the “I prayed the prayer” Gospel that’s been a sad stumbling-

block to so many people,  

o (4) but the real, honest to God Good News of Jesus Christ,  

▪ (a) He was perfect for you, because you can’t be perfect 

▪ (b) He was voluntarily punished for your sins, so you don’t have 

to be 

▪ (c) He came alive and rose from the dead after three days, to 

defeat Satan and the curses of sin and death 

▪ (d) He’s the Lord of heaven and earth, and your King – whether 

you accept Him, or not, doesn’t change that fact 

▪ (e) He’s coming back one day, to judge the living and the dead 

▪ (f) God loves the world enough to send His Son to do all this, 

and  

▪ (g) in return He demands 

• (i) your allegiance, loyalty and submission through 

honest confession of sins,  

• (ii) a turning from your wicked ways,  

• (iii) and true faith in who Jesus is and what He’s done 

- If you do and believe this: 

o (5) then you’ll find Christ to be a perfect Savior, who’ll forgive all your 

sins and welcome you into His family 

- Micah continues (Mic 3:1-4): 

 

And I said: 

Hear, you heads of Jacob 

and rulers of the house of Israel! 

Is it not for you to know justice? — 

you who hate the good and love the evil, 

who tear the skin from off my people, 

and their flesh from off their bones; 

who eat the flesh of my people, 

and flay their skin from off them, 

and break their bones in pieces, 
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and chop them up like meat in a kettle, 

like flesh in a caldron. 

Then they will cry to the LORD, 

but he will not answer them; 

he will hide his face from them at that time, 

because they have made their deeds evil (Mic 3:1-4) 

 

- These people, led by their leaders, hate good and love evil 

o Their consistent, sustained actions over years and years prove where 

their heart is 

- Is that true of you? 

o What would your wife say? 

o What would your husband say? 

o What would your children say? 

o What would God say? 

- If it’s true for you, then God will hide His face from you, too 

o Because your deeds are evil 

 

It shall come to pass in the latter days 

that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised up above the hills; 

and peoples shall flow to it, 

and many nations shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and we may walk in his paths” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law,  

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem (Mic 4:1-2) 

 

- Where will you be in this day? 

- Whose side will you be on? 

- Do you want to Yahweh to teach you His ways? 

- Do you want to walk in his paths? 
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- This is what all people in the world will want when Christ returns to establish 

His kingdom: 

o Do you want this day to come? or, 

o Is it all an act? A show? A façade? 

 

He shall judge between many peoples, 

and shall decide for strong nations afar off; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more; 

but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, 

and none shall make them afraid; 

for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 

For all the peoples walk 

each in the name of its god, 

but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God 

for ever and ever (Mic 4:3-5) 

 

- Who has your loyalty?  

- Who do you pledge allegiance to in your daily life? 

- Talk is cheap! 

o If you examine your heart, who do you honestly pledge allegiance to 

by your thoughts, intents and actions on a daily basis? 

- Whose name do you walk and live in the name of? 

o (1) If you don’t want to walk in the name of Yahweh now,  

o (2) you won’t want to pledge allegiance to Him in eternity,  

o (3) which means you don’t belong to Him today  

o (4) which means the Word of God for you today is to repent and 

believe the Gospel! 

- And now, after God (through Micah) promises the Israelites (Mic 4:6-13): 

o (1) He’s going to make them go into exile, 

o (2) But, He’ll restore the Kingdom, and  

o (3) use them to destroy their enemies one day, 

- He gives them this wonderful prophesy of the King from Bethlehem 
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3. ARE YOU A FAKE CHRISTIAN? 

 

- Israel’s great sin was externalism; a fake outward show with a rotten core – 

is this your sin, too? 

o (1) God sees right through our smokescreens (Hos 6:4-6): 

 

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?  

What shall I do with you, O Judah?  

Your love is like a morning cloud,  

like the dew that goes early away.  

Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets,  

I have slain them by the words of my mouth,  

and my judgment goes forth as the light.  

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,  

the knowledge of God, rather than burnt offerings  

 

o (2) God counts our evil deeds, and if you’re not a true Christian 

through repentance and faith in who Jesus is and what He’s done, 

then God will hold everything against you (Hos 7:2) 

 

But they do not consider  

that I remember all their evil works  

 

o (3) Despite what you say or do at church, God knows the true state of 

our desire of our hearts (Hos 7:6) 

 

For like an oven their hearts burn with intrigue;  

all night their anger smolders;  

in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire  

 

o (4) God is always ready to redeem hypocrites, but they have to be 

honest with themselves, first (Hos 7:13): 

 

I would redeem them,  
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but they speak lies against me  

 

o (5) And, finally, we have the Apostle John (1 Jn 1:5 – 2:6): 

 

Read 1 John 1:5 – 2:6 

 

- This prophesy of the King from Bethlehem is meant to be Good News – the 

best news! 

- On Christmas morning, the angels didn’t come to proclaim peace to 

everybody: 

o Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 

whom he is pleased! (Lk 2:14) 

- I hope you’re not like Micah’s audience  

- I hope this prophesy of Christ is Good News to you, and not bad news 

- I hope you know the peace those angels sang about that morning, so long 

ago 

- I hope, like those shepherds, you can glorify and praise God for all He’s 

done for you 
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